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Prayer for Christmas 2025 

Dear Father, 

Christmas is coming. It’s all such a rush – planning, shopping, spending, wrapping, posting, stressing! 
What’s it all about? Lord, help us, in all the rat-race busyness, to make time to focus on that baby at 
the centre of it all. That baby who is Your Son, who was with You in the beginning and who, with You, 
created all things; that baby who brings life and light and hope and salvation; that baby who was and is 
Jesus, God made man. 

Lord, we thank You for that baby-gift to us – the greatest gift there has 
ever been. Thank You that because He came, grew up, lived, died and 
rose again, there is light in the darkness of this world’s mess – light that 
can never be put out, that evil can never overcome. Jesus is the Light 
of the World. Putting our trust in Him, we thank You Lord, for 
Christmas – for Your grace and love for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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St Nicholas and St Mary’s Ecumenical Team Ministry 

 PARISH OFFICE 

Administrator: Jessica Forrester - Mon to Fri 9 am to 1 pm 
 

 St Nicholas Centre, 70 Church Road 

Halewood Village, LIVERPOOL, L26  6LB 

Telephone: 0151 487 9965 

email:  halewoodparish@btconnect.com 
 

Deanery Leadership Team: (www.liverpoolsouthdeanery.org.uk) 
  

PRIEST IN CHARGE 

Phil Saltmarsh 

07365279983 

phil.saltmarsh@christourlight.uk 

 

TEAM VICAR 

 Andrew Radford 

St Hilda’s Rectory 

07966033648 

andy.radford@christourlight.uk   

 

TEAM VICAR 

Rev Gareth Morgan 
The Rectory 
3 Rectory Drive 
Halewood 
L26 6LJ 
 

Direct Contact: 
Landline: 01518372420 
Mobile: 07947318613 
gareth.morgan@christourlight.uk 

 
Friday is my normal day off 
 
 
CURATE 

James Hutchinson-Ferguson 
07954 857058 
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ORDINAND 
Helen McGuiness 
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Mike Sutcliffe 
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Marrissa Thorpe 
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LAY READERS 

Matthew Hargreaves 

07810872987 

mattharg@mac.com 

  

Jen Radford  

07966624729 

parishcohhc@gmail.com 

 

Carol Burke 

07588848667 

Burkie.carol@hotmail.co.uk   

 

Adam Grey 07814727622 

adam_grey@msn.com  

 

ST NICHOLAS WARDENS 

Graham Elliott 

07516852066 

Lesley Webb 

0151 4877234/07852778839 

Lawebb74.hotmail.com 

 

 

ST NICHOLAS DEPUTY 
WARDENS 

Andrew Reynolds  

07776250718 

andy@nadiareynolds.co.uk 

Alison Shacklady 
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Alison1.shacklady@ 

btinternet.com 

 

ST MARY’S  

Methodist Minister/Circuit 
Superintendent 
Rev David Goodwin 
0151 309 1878 
david.goodwin@methodist.org.uk 
 

WARDEN 

Jen Hargreaves 

jen@mattharg.co.uk 

 

METHODIST STEWARDS 
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MINISTRY MESSAGE    

The Wonderful Plan: When Hope Meets Fear - Isaiah 2:1–5 

Living Between Hope and Fear 

When was the last time life surprised you in a way that left you overwhelmed rather than delighted? A diagnosis, a 
financial worry, a strained relationship, a news headline that sinks your spirit? 
We often speak of joy at Christmas, but Advent begins in a far more honest place: in the tension between hope and 
fear. 

Isaiah knew that tension well. His world was shaking, nations were rising and falling, and people were longing for 
stability. Into that noise, God gave him a vision so startling, so hopeful, that its echo has carried across centuries. 

Yet before we rush into Isaiah’s vision, we should acknowledge something: many of us approach Advent feeling 
stretched, uncertain, or tired. Hope feels fragile. Faith feels thin. And this is exactly the moment when Scripture invites 
us to lift our eyes and remember that God’s workings are wider and wiser than we can see. 

Isaiah’s Vision: A Future We Can Hardly Imagine 

Isaiah 2 offers one of the most hope-filled images in Scripture: “In the last days, all nations will stream to the mountain 
of the Lord.” 

This is a picture of home, not for one nation but for all peoples. It is a vision of unity rather than division, gathering 
rather than scattering. God becomes the true centre toward which humanity is drawn. 

Then Isaiah gives us the line that has inspired artists, poets, and peace activists: “They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares.” 

Weapons become tools for cultivation. What once destroyed is reshaped to sustain life. This is not shallow peace but 
shalom: wholeness, restoration, and flourishing. 

Isaiah looks directly at the brokenness of his world and declares what the world will be when God’s plan reaches its 
fullness. 

Bethlehem: Where the Plan Takes Flesh 

One line from the carol O Little Town of Bethlehem captures Advent in a single breath: The hopes and fears of all the 
years are met in thee tonight. 

Bethlehem was not calm or picturesque. It was crowded, stressed, and overshadowed by Roman occupation. 
People were displaced and anxious. 

And it was there, in the midst of tension, that God stepped into the world. Hope did not wait for fear to vanish. 
Hope arrived in the very place fear lived. 

This is the heart of Advent: God entering the places where our hopes and fears collide. 

When the Plan Makes No Sense 

There was a moment I still remember clearly. I was walking down a hospital corridor, lights humming overhead, that 
familiar smell of disinfectant lingering, and a quiet heaviness in the air. 
And all I could think was: “Lord, I don’t see Your plan here. Not today.” 



 

 

It was not a crisis of belief. It was honesty in a moment when nothing felt ordered or purposeful. 

Many of us know this feeling: after a phone call we did not expect, after another setback, after news that takes the 
ground from beneath us. 

Yet in the days that followed, a quiet truth settled in: God’s plan is not absent simply because we cannot trace it. 
God is present even in the places that unsettle us. 

Advent invites us to that kind of steady trust, not blind optimism, but a conviction that the Planner is wiser than 
anything we can understand from the corridor we are standing in. 

The Clash of Plans: Caesar and Christ 

When Jesus was born, Caesar Augustus ruled from the centre of the empire. He claimed titles such as Son of God and 
Bringer of Peace, yet his peace depended on military strength and fear. 

Into this world, in an unnoticed village, the true Son of God arrived. A baby without status or power. No army, no 
throne, no acclaim. 

God’s plan once again unfolded quietly, in humility. Strength disguised as weakness. Victory hidden in vulnerability. 
Salvation wrapped in swaddling clothes. 

Jesus brings the peace Caesar never could: peace rooted in love rather than force. 

Walking in the Light of the Plan 

Isaiah ends with a simple invitation: “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” 

He does not say admire the light from afar. He says walk in it. 

To walk in the light during Advent means choosing hope over cynicism, practicing peace in a world shaped by conflict, 
offering welcome to the lonely or forgotten, and bringing kindness into hurried or hardened places. 

God’s plan is not something we observe from the sidelines. It is something we live inside, something we embody in our 
ordinary moments. 

Trusting the Planner 

Perhaps this Advent finds you caught between hope and fear. Perhaps you are wondering where God is in the middle of 
your story. 

The invitation of Advent is simple: You do not need to understand the whole plan. You only need to trust the One who 
does. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are still met in Christ today. 

The light is coming. 
The peace is coming. 
The King is coming. 

Walk in His light. 
Trust His plan. 
Take heart: the wonderful plan is still unfolding. 

James 



 

 

 

DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES 
 

Sunday 7th December: Advent 2 (Isaiah 9.1-7 ) 

10.30 am St Mary Morning Worship: Carol Burke & James H-F 

11.00 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Gareth Morgan 

6.30 pm St Nicholas Evening Worship: Gareth Morgan  

11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Andy Radford 
 

Thursday 11th December:  9.30 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Gareth Morgan 

 

Sunday 14th December: Advent 3 (Psalm 146.1-10) 

10.30 am St Mary Holy Communion/Toy Service: David Goodwin  

11.00 am St Nicholas GMJC/Parade/Toy Service: Matthew Hargreaves 

4.00 pm Carols at Tarbock: Alison Shacklady & Kate Cooper 

     6.30 pm St Nicholas NO SERVICE 

11.00 am St Hilda Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

4.00 pm St Hilda Carols by Candlelight/Holy Communion:  

Jen & Andy Radford 
      

Thursday 18th December:  9.30 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Gareth Morgan 
 

Sunday 21st December:  Advent 4 (Isaiah 7.10-16) 

11.00 am St Mary Morning Worship/Nativity: Gareth Morgan & Helen 
McGuiness 

11.00 am St Nicholas Morning Worship: James H-F  

6.30 pm St Nicholas Carol Service: Gareth Morgan & Nichola Hutton 

     11.00 am St Hilda Pop-up activity: Vicky & Adam Grey 

     3.00 pm St Hilda The Longest Night Service: Mal Richardson & Adam Grey 
 

Wednesday 24th December:  CHRISTMAS EVE (John 1.1-14) 

     4.00 pm St Nicholas Christingle: Matthew Hargreaves & Gareth Morgan 

11.30 pm St Nicholas First Communion of Christmas: Gareth Morgan & 
Matthew Hargreaves  

4.00 pm St Hilda Christingle: Andy & Jen Radford 

11.15 pm St Hilda First Communion of Christmas: Andy Radford & James 
H-F 

 

Thursday 25th December:  CHRISTMAS DAY (John 1.1-14) 

10.00 am St Mary Family Christmas Service: Gareth Morgan & Helen 
McGuiness 

10.30 am St Hilda Family Christmas Service: Andy Radford 

 

 



 

 

Sunday 28th December:  Christmas 1 (Isaiah 63.7-9, Matthew 2.13-23) 

10.30 am St Mary Team Service at St Mary’s: Gareth Morgan & James H-F 

10.30 am St Nicholas - Team Service at St Mary’s 

6.30 pm St Nicholas NO SERVICE 

     10.30 am St Hilda Team Service at St Mary’s 

Thursday 1st January:   NO SERVICE 

Sunday 4th January:   Christmas 2 (Isaiah 60.1-6, Matthew 2.1-12) 

     10.30 am St Mary Morning Worship: Adam Grey 

     11.00 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Gareth Morgan 

     6.30 pm St Nicholas Evening Worship: Matthew Hargreaves 

     11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Andy Radford 

Thursday 8th January:   9.30 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

Sunday 11th January:   Epiphany 1 (Isaiah 42.1-9, Matthew 3.13-17) 

     10.30 am St Mary Holy Communion: Andy & Jen Radford 

     11.00 am St Nicholas GMJC/Parade: Matthew Hargreaves 

     6.30 pm Evening Worship: Gareth Morgan 

     11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Gareth Morgan 

Thursday 15th January:  9.30 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Phil Saltmarsh 

Sunday 18th January:   Epiphany 2 (Isaiah 49.1-7, John 1.29-42) 

10.30 am St Mary Morning Worship/Baptism: James H-F & Helen 
McGuiness 

     11.00 am St Nicholas Morning Worship: Carol Burke  

     6.30 pm St Nicholas Holy Communion: Clement Matarirano 

     11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Andy Radford 

Thursday 22nd January:  9.30 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Gareth Morgan 

Sunday 25th January:   Epiphany 3 (Isaiah 9.1-4, Matthew 4.12-23) 

11.00 am St Mary Covenant Service at St Nicholas: David Goodwin & 
Gareth Morgan 

     11.00 am St Nicholas – see above 

     1.00 pm St Nicholas Baptisms: James H-F 

     6.30 pm St Nicholas Evening Worship: Matthew Hargreaves 

     11.00 am St Hilda Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

Thursday 29th January:  9.30 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Gareth Morgan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers - If you would like us to include someone in prayers on a Sunday 
morning and/or evening, there is a book at the back of each church to which 
you can add names. Please ask the duty warden/steward.  
 



 

 

PARISH WALK  

Our latest church walk was the day after Storm 
Claudia and our leader, Penni Conlon, held her nerve 
to continue with the walk, trusting the improved 
weather forecast. It proved to be a great decision, 

resulting in a 
walk on an 
ideal winters 
day. 

After 
Dobbies, we 
went to the 
Festival 
Gardens site 
and walked through the site to the former grounds of a 
building called “The Priory”, St Michael’s in the Hamlet. 
Formerly it was within the historic park of Toxteth and was 
built shortly after a man named John Cragg built St Michael 
in the Hamlet church. There’s an interesting image of the 
building online, from the University of Liverpool Special 

Collection. It’s a view from the Mersey, with a variety of sailing vessels in it. 

St Michael in the Hamlet Church 
was built between 1813 and 
1815 as a chapel of ease to St 
Mary's Church, Walton. The 
church was built by John Cragg, 
the owner of the Mersey Iron 
Foundry, Tithebarn Street, 
Liverpool. Cragg bought the land 
from the Earl of Sefton, and built 
the church at his own expense, 
its final cost being £7,865 
(equivalent to £570,000 in 2018). 
Cragg was a keen churchman and was always looking for new ways to use cast iron. He had already 
started building St George's Church, Everton, using cast iron in its structure. and he planned to use 
more of it in St Michael's. Here it was used in the construction of the walls and for the pinnacles. The 
cast iron in the walls formed a skeleton, 
the base of which was filled with slate, 
and the remainder with brick. It is 
thought by some that the Mersey 
shoreline was originally known as the 
shore by the cast iron church, which 
changed over the years to the cast iron 
shore. 

Heading past the church, we went 

through the trendy Lark Lane and on to 

Sefton Park. We soon arrived at our next 

destination, which was the Palm House, 

where an Artisan Market was taking 

place. 

Upon arrival, we made a mistake and 

had our snacks outside before going in. 



 

 

Once inside, it became evident that there was an abundance of 

great food available from the stalls. The first stall had mince pie 

crumble, with custard, and I had an immediate regret that my 

stomach had no room for it.  

The Palm House 

was extremely 

busy and we 

slowly made our 

way round. We 

assembled 

outside, but 

instead of finding 

our guide, Penni, 

we found her 

brother Simon 

Brown, minding two of his grandsons. And guess 

what he was eating, yes, a bowl of mince pie 

crumble, with custard.  

We located Simon’s sister and went on towards 

Greenbank Park. From there, we went back to Sefton Park and then across Aigburth Road and again 

through the former hunting grounds of Toxteth Park. 

Eventually, we found ourselves back on Otterspool prom and we meandered back up to the lofty 

Festival of Gardens car park. Penni announced that she had 6.3 miles clocked on her phone and 

after the usual celebration and group hug we left, looking forward to our next adventure in the new 

year. 

Geoff 

NEXT PARISH WALK 

There will not be a December walk.  
The January walk will be in Delamere Forest.  
Please check the notices for date and further details or contact Penni on 07990953334.  
 
 

Live Steaming of services on YouTube  

Thanks to some grant funding from Community Foundation 

Merseyside, we have installed cameras in St Nicholas’ to enable 

us to live stream services on YouTube. The YouTube channel is 

called St Nicholas St Mary's Halewood Team and the direct link 

is: https://bit.ly/halewood-ecumenical 
 

We are streaming Sunday and Thursday morning services live and it is also available for you to watch later. You 

may wish to make use of this if you are unable to attend church in person for any reason. 

If you subscribe to our YouTube Channel (It’s free) it will make it easier to access in future.    

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/halewood-ecumenical


 

 

 

BAPTISMS AT ST NICHOLAS AND ST MARY’S – NOVEMBER 2025  

 

St Mary’s:    Daithi John Hutchinson-Ferguson (James’ son)  
St Nicholas:    Amelia Joyce McKenna  

Phoebe Teresa McKenna 
Miller Thomas O’Neill  
Fletcher Eric O’Neill  

 
 

Funerals at St Nicholas’ in November 2025 

5 November Mason Paul Forrester-McVey Newborn Funeral and burial 

13 November Amy O’Neill Age 34 Funeral 

14 November Sharon Anne Jones Age 65 Funeral 

18 November John Raymond (Ray) Hughes Age 73 Funeral 

20 November Henry Hartley Age 91 Burial (RC) 

Funerals at St Mary’s in November 2025 

26 November Ronald Stevens Age 90 Funeral 

 
 
 
 

On Advent Sunday at St Mary’s over 100 members from our two churches gathered together to 

sing along to the top ten favourite school Assembly hymns, as voted for by members of our 

congregations. 
 

Counting from ten down to the top choice the list was : 

 

O Jesus I have promised 

One more step 

My lighthouse 

All things bright & beautiful 

Morning has broken 

This little light of mine 

He’s got the whole world 

Shine Jesus shine 

Lord of the dance 

 

And coming in at number 1: 

Give me oil in my lamp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lincoln Pilgrimage 2025 – Third Day - Lincoln 
 
Today we were spending all our time in Lincoln visiting the city, the cathedral and eating out in the 
evening.  Adrian kindly provided a ‘taxi’ service with the coach, parking outside the cathedral in the 

evening, expecting to get a parking ticket, hoping not to get one, but did, but it was still cheaper than 
paying for parking or taxis, so an interesting solution! 

Many of us walked from Bishop Grosseteste into the city 

through Newport Arch, a remnant of Roman walls, to meet at 
the cathedral for our guided tour. 

Lincoln Cathedral 

It is also called Lincoln Minster, and more formally the Cathedral 

Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Lincoln. The cathedral is 

governed by its dean and chapter, and is a grade I listed 

building. Hugh of Wells, Bishop of Lincoln, was one of the 
signatories to Magna Carta and for hundreds of years the 

cathedral held one of the four remaining copies of the original, now securely displayed in Lincoln Castle.  

There are three other surviving copies: two at the British Library and one at Salisbury Cathedral.  It is the 
fourth largest cathedral in the UK by floor area, at approximately 5,000 m2 (50,000 sq ft), 
after Liverpool Cathedral, St Paul's Cathedral, and York Minster.  

History: When Lincoln Cathedral was first built, William the Conqueror granted the parish of 
Welton to Remigius in order to endow six prebends which provided income to support six canons 
attached to the cathedral. These were subsequently confirmed by William II and Henry I.  

Remigius built the first Lincoln Cathedral on the present site, starting in 1072, finishing it in 1092, and 
then dying on 7 May of that year, two days before it was consecrated. In 1124, the timber roofing was 
destroyed in a fire. Alexander (Bishop, 1123–48) rebuilt and expanded the cathedral, but it was mostly 
destroyed by an earthquake about forty years later in 1185 (dated by the British Geological Survey as 
occurring 15 April 1185). The earthquake was one of the largest felt in the UK: it had an 
estimated magnitude of over 5. The damage to the cathedral is thought to have been very extensive: the 
cathedral is described as having "split from top to bottom"; in the current building, only the lower part 
of the west end and its two attached towers remain of the pre-earthquake cathedral. It was rebuilt over 
the following centuries in different phases of the Gothic style, with significant surviving parts in Early 
English (central nave), Decorated and Perpendicular. 

There are thirteen bells in the south-west tower, two in the north-west tower, and five in the central 
tower (including Great Tom). Accompanying the cathedral's large bell, Great Tom of Lincoln, is a quarter-
hour striking clock which was installed in the early 19th century.  

The two large stained glass rose windows, the matching Dean's Eye and the Bishop's Eye, were added to 
the cathedral during the late Middle Ages. The former, the Dean's Eye in the north transept, dates from 
the 1192 rebuild begun by St Hugh, completed in 1235. The latter, the Bishop's Eye in the south 
transept, was reconstructed a hundred years later in 1330. A contemporary record refers to the meaning 
of these two windows (one on the dark, north side and the other on the light, south side of the 
building). North represents the devil, and south the Holy Spirit, and it is in these directions that the two 
eyes look. The Bishop faces the south in order to invite in and the Dean the north in order to shun; the 
one takes care to be saved, the other takes care not to perish. With these eyes the cathedral's face is on 
watch for the candelabra of Heaven and the darkness of Lethe (oblivion).  Some beautiful light effects 
came through the stained glass. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dean_of_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapter_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_of_Wells
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magna_Carta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salisbury_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_Minster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_the_Conqueror
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welton,_Lincolnshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welton,_Lincolnshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remigius_de_F%C3%A9camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prebends_of_Welton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_II_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_I_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consecration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_of_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1185_East_Midlands_earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Geological_Survey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richter_magnitude_scale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Gothic_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_(instrument)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Striking_clock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_windows


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1237 the main tower collapsed. A new tower was soon started and in 1255 the cathedral 
petitioned Henry III to allow them to take down part of the town wall to enlarge and expand the 
cathedral, including the rebuilding of the central tower and spire. They replaced the small rounded 
chapels (built at the time of St Hugh) with a larger east end to the cathedral. This was to handle the 
increasing number of pilgrims to the cathedral, who came to worship at the shrine of Hugh of Lincoln.  

In 1290 Eleanor of Castile died and King Edward I of England decided to honour her, his Queen 
Consort, with an elegant funeral procession. After her body had been embalmed, which in the 13th 
century involved evisceration, Eleanor's viscera were buried in Lincoln cathedral and Edward placed a 
duplicate of the Westminster Abbey tomb there. The Lincoln tomb's original stone chest survives; its 
effigy was destroyed in the 17th century and replaced with a 19th-century copy. On the outside of 
Lincoln Cathedral are two prominent statues often identified as Edward and Eleanor, but these images 
were heavily restored in the 19th century and they were probably not originally intended to depict the 
couple.  

Between 1307 and 1311 the central tower was raised to its present height of 271 feet (83 m). The 
western towers and front of the cathedral were also improved and heightened. At this time, a tall lead-
encased wooden spire topped the central tower but was blown down in a storm in 1548. Around 1380, 
the western towers were raised to their current height. They were capped with wooden spires covered 
with lead in 1420, but by 1807 they were dismantled.   

Other additions to the cathedral at this time included its elaborate carved screen and the 14th 
century misericords, as was the Angel Choir. In 1398 John of Gaunt and Katherine Swynford founded 
a chantry in the cathedral to pray for the welfare of their souls. In the 15th century the building of the 
cathedral turned to chantry or memorial chapels. The chapels next to the Angel Choir were built in 
the Perpendicular style, with an emphasis on strong vertical lines, which survive today in the window 
tracery and wall panelling. 

Lincoln Imp 

A carving in the Angel Choir is known as the Lincoln Imp, and since the 

late nineteenth century it has become the symbol of the city. The 
carving dates from the 13th century but received little attention until 

the late 19th century, when it figured in Arnold Frost's poem, "The 
Ballad of the Wind, the Devil and Lincoln Minster". 
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Cathedral stone 

Lincoln Cathedral is one of the few English cathedrals built from the rock on which it stands. It is mostly 

built from Lincolnshire Limestone. The cathedral has owned the existing quarry on Riseholme Road, 
Lincoln since 1876. As of 2016, the quarry was expected to run out of stone in 2021. The cathedral's 
stonemasons use more than 100 tonnes of stone per year for maintenance and repairs.  

The cathedral was used for the filming of The Da Vinci Code (based on the book of the same name). 
Filming took place mainly within the cloisters and chapter house of the cathedral, and remained a closed 
set. The cathedral took on the role of Westminster Abbey, as the abbey had refused to permit filming. 
The cathedral also doubled as Westminster Abbey for the film Young Victoria, filmed in September 
2007, and did again in June 2018 for the Netflix Shakespeare film The King.  

During 2022 the cathedral was also one of the locations for the 2023 Ridley Scott film Napoleon, in 
which it serves both as Notre-Dame Cathedral for the coronation scene and Milan Cathedral in a 
sequence shown within the extended director's cut of the film.  

                   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Font, the beautiful architectural arches and the ornate bridges 
between arches allowing people to walk around the whole of the 
interior but high up. 

 A very special chandelier made from brass and copper from shell 
covers  and other ‘waste’ from the war. Appropriate, given Lincoln’s 
relationship with the RAF. 

View inside a tower. 
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After the tour we were free to explore Lincoln and eat lunch. 

Several dedicated pilgrims went down Steep Hill and, showing true enthusiasm, came back up as well.  It 
was a beautiful day so it was hot work! 

The top of Steep Hill (left pic), turn right for the castle, shown above, and the bottom of Steep Hill.  If 
you look closely you can see the cathedral spires to the right of the tree, by the roof line. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the evening we dined at the Wig and Mitre, located at the top end of Steep Hill.   We were given the 
upper dining room, but they didn’t really have enough staff for all the running up and down stairs! As 
we left to get the coach back to the accommodation we were treated to the bells of the floodlit cathedral 
pealing loudly out over the city.   What a pity the video can’t be included! 

Fourth Day – St James’ Louth  

Our visit started with our end of pilgrimage service, followed by cake and coffee and a chance to 
investigate the church. 

St James' Church is the Anglican parish church of Louth in Lincolnshire, England. The church is a 

medieval building and is notable for having the third tallest spire in the whole of the United Kingdom 

and is the tallest steeple of any medieval parish church in Britain. A recent survey has confirmed the 
height of the stonework as 287 feet 6 inches (87.63 m) and to the top of the cockerel weather vane as 

293 feet 1 inch (89.33 m). The church was the site of the Lincolnshire Rising starting in October 1536 
and led by the vicar, who was hanged, drawn and quartered for his actions.  

The church is dedicated to James, son of Zebedee. In the Middle Ages, this saint was the focus of a 
major pilgrimage route to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. 
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History 

The chancel and nave were re-built between 1430 and 1440. The building of the tower probably 
commenced in the 1440s or 1450s and was completed to its present height by 1499. Work began on 
the spire in 1501 and it was not finished until 1515. The weathercock was placed on the top of the 
spire amongst great rejoicing on the eve of Holy Cross Day, 13 September 1515. This 'wedercoke' had 
been made in Lincoln from a huge copper basin captured from the Scots at the Battle of Flodden in 
1513. It was bought in York by Thomas Tayleyor, one of the churchwardens at St James'. The total cost 
of the spire alone was £305 8s 4d, (equivalent to £285,800 in 2023).  

The church is mainly 15th century and is the third building on the site, replacing 11th and 13th century 
buildings. Originally the church had five subsidiary chapels and altars and a three-storey rood screen. 

In October 1536, as a result of Henry VIII's ecclesiastical changes, people gathered in the church to start 
the Lincolnshire Rising, which was followed by the Pilgrimage of Grace. Neither succeeded and the 
church was stripped of its riches, including the rood screen, by the king's forces. 

The nave roof was replaced in 1825. The spire was restored between 1844 and 1845 by Lewis Nockalls 
Cottingham.  

A further restoration took place between 1861 and 1869 by James Fowler, known as 'Fowler of 
Louth'. The clerestories and arcades were cleaned and underpinned. A new south porch was erected. The 
church was refitted with open seats of oak; the Corporation stalls being of the same material. The pulpit 
was carved by T. W. Wallis. The floors were laid with Minton tiles, designed by the architect. A new 
heating system by Hayden and Son of Trowbridge was installed with the boiler in a newly constructed 
vault. A stained glass window, the gift of J. L. Fytche, was fixed on the east end of the south aisle. 
Another window, by Clayton and Bell, was to be placed at the west end of the north aisle, in memory of 
General Sir George Patey. The total cost of the works was around £6,000 (equivalent to £700,000 in 
2023). The church was re-opened on 5 August 1869 in the presence of the Bishop of Lincoln.  

In 1937, the church flew the highest flag in Lincolnshire to mark the coronation of George VI. Later that 
year, renovation work commenced on the spire, under the supervision of architect Mr Goddard, who had 
previously worked on Lincoln Cathedral.  

In 2015 researchers discovered two pieces of a pre-Conquest standing Stone Cross, dating to c950, in 
the Rectory garden. In form the Cross is of the 'ring' or 'wheel head' type, the central design being 
of Christ crucified. This type is more commonly seen today in Ireland. The Cross and its implications for 
the archaeology, history and the early church in Louth are discussed in a major article by Everson and 
Stocker, " ‘The Cros in the Markitte Stede'. The Louth Cross, its Monastery and its Town." (Medieval 
Archaeology Journal, vol. 61/2, 2017). 
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In 2017 funding was raised to fit a viewing door to the cell just below the spire floor. It holds the 
original medieval treadwheel that was used to haul up the stone and mortar for construction of the spire 
(1501–1515). Substantial records exist in the churchwardens' accounts from 1501 onward for the 
construction and use of the wheel, which was to become known as The Wild Mare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a knitted model of the church, and some lovely angels, reminiscent of our Norfolk & Suffolk 
pilgrimage a few years earlier. 

There was a beautiful font with intricate carving. The inside of the tower was reflected in a mirror to save 
cricking your neck.  There was a lovely Church gift shop, and later there was a live musical performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had free time for lunch in Louth which is full of interesting shops, and there was a market. 

The town also straddles the Meridian line which we saw on a previous pilgrimage, and after some 
searching I found it.  Unfortunately it was next to scaffolding, so not very picturesque, especially when 

compared to the mosaic in Waltham Abbey 
town centre (our 2022 pilgrimage)!  

We reassembled back at St James to board 
our coach for the long journey back to 
Liverpool and, in spite of the heavy traffic, 
we weren’t too late arriving home. 

All set now for next year at Ampleforth! 

Linda West 

 



 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 

Light Before Christmas: The Gift 

Join the Mother Church of our diocese for the season of joy, light, and 
togetherness. Liverpool Cathedral is ready to welcome you to celebrations 
filled with warmth and wonder. For generations, families, friends, and 
visitors from across the diocese have come together within our 
magnificent cathedral. 

This year, the Cathedral invites you and all from across the diocese to Share the Gift of Joy with the 
diocese… through music, worship, festive events, and unforgettable moments that bring people closer 
together. 
 
From 28th November to 6th December, The cathedral’s iconic light show returns with a dazzling new 
experience. Now in its fourth year, this breathtaking light and sound experience returns with an all-new 
story: The Gift. 
Through dazzling projections, immersive soundscapes and the Cathedral’s awe-inspiring architecture, 
discover a message of wonder, warmth and togetherness at the heart of Christmas. 
 
With tickets from as little as £7.50, it's something for the whole family! 
 
Get your tickets from the Diocesan website. 
 
By Luxmuralis  

 

 

Becky’s Journey: Helping the Next Generation 

Discover Jesus 

The latest Lifecall Diary is out now! 
 
From volunteering with children at her local church at just 16 to now 
leading youth and children’s ministry at St Luke in the City, Becky Courtney’s journey is one of growing faith 
and calling. After discovering her passion for reaching young people through a gap year with the Christian 
charity Ykids, Becky went on to serve as a School Missional Chaplain with the Diocese of Liverpool’s Next 
Generation project. Now, she leads youth groups, runs Alpha, and mentors student worship leaders, 
helping young people discover that they are loved, valued, and belong in the Church. Becky’s story is a 
reminder that investing in the next generation can transform lives! 
 
Find Becky's story in full on the Diocesan website. 
 
Find the full Lifecall Diaries Series on the Diocesan website.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER AND GROUPS 
  

Next Vestry Date for Wedding and Baptism enquiries – 16th January 2026 7.00 - 7.45 pm at St 
Nicholas Centre.  
 

Our email address for weddings is. halewoodparishweddings@gmail.com 
Please use this to contact our Wedding Secretaries -  
 
Our Baptism Secretary’s email address is halewood.baptisms@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday 6th December (1pm-3pm), the young people at 
'Next Level Youth Club’ are hosting a Christmas Coffee 
Afternoon at St Mary’s Church, Halewood. You are warmly 
invited, and can expect to find hot drinks, cakes, music and 
Christmas cheer!  
 
The young people, from across the circuit, have been 
working very hard to plan and prepare for this event during 
their weekly sessions in Halewood and Huyton. We have 
been marketing, decorating, designing and much more to get 
everything ready for the day.  
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This will be the first 'Next Level Youth’ event, and the young people would be so grateful for your support 
and attendance to encourage them to keep going with their mission and faith. We will be raising money 
through donations, to put towards our Spring Harvest trip in the spring.  
If there are any children or young people in your church, who might not be able to make 'Next Level’, but 
would still like to get involved on the day, please do contact Marrissa. We would love to hear from you.  If 
you are able, we would be extremely grateful for any sweet treat/cake donations for the day. But please 
don’t worry if not.  
 
We hope to see you there! 
 
For any questions or donations, please contact Marrissa: marrissa.circuityouth@outlook.com 
 
Marrissa Thorpe 
(she/her) 
Youth Worker (Liverpool South Circuit) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Group session will be on the 

19th December, the last working 

Friday in December 2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Run by Halewood Town Council, Women`s Wellness Group, Self Care for You! 
 
Relaxation exercises, creative writing, fun quizzes, group discussions, and more! 
£ 7.00 per session with refreshments included, 11.00 am - 12.30 pm at Hollies Hall, Hollies Road, 
Halewood. Please contact begertoncoaching@gmail.com to book a place. 
 

Halewood Mothers’ Union 
Our Mothers’ Union meets on the first Thursday afternoon of each month from 2.00 pm at the St Nicholas’ 
Centre.  Sadly numbers in the group are dwindling and they would love to welcome some new members. The 
group has a programme of guest speakers and other events throughout the year. 
You don’t have to be a mother to be a member and men (known as Muscle men) are also welcome. For more 
information, please speak to Georgina McQueen. 
 
Knowsley Older People’s Fun Olympics (K.O.P.F.O.) 

Are you aged 50 or over, looking to take part in an activity, and meet new friends?  Why not come and join us at 
our weekly activity sessions held at the Halewood Leisure Centre, Baileys Lane, Halewood, L26 0TY. 

We meet every Thursday from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. Amongst the activities we play are: 

• Badminton 

• Boccia (a game like bowls but played sitting down with soft leather balls) 

• Indoor Bowls 

• Curling 

• Table Tennis 

• Dominoes 

• Draughts 

• Scrabble 
 

The sessions are aimed at encouraging you to be active, socialise and having fun at the same time, so please come 
along where you will be made very welcome and quickly become one of  the group. Cost is 90 pence per week. For 

further information, please ring Sue, a member of  the team, on 0151 487 0974. 

Bible Study 
 
Wednesday evenings, 7.30 pm at Mark and Vanessa Harrison’s house.  
All are welcome to come and study God’s Word, learning together in an informal setting.  
If you would like more details please contact us on ness.harrison@gmail.com  
 
Community Connect (formerly Warm Hub) 

 
Join us every Thursday at 10.00 am in St Nicholas’ Church for tea, coffee, juice and toast!  
And every Monday 1.00 – 3.00 pm at St Mary’s Church. 
 
You will receive a warm welcome! Volunteers always needed! Please speak to James. 
 
 
 

Please check the details of the groups and volunteers below 
and let me know if any of them have changed. Thank you, 
Margaret.  
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Elevate - New Youth Club for should Years 5 - 8 

Elevate is a new youth club for those in Years 5 - 8 on a Sunday night from 6.00 pm to 7.15 pm 

in St Nic’s Parish Centre. There’ll be games and activities, real talk and faith discussions and a 

space to belong. For more information contact James on jameshf.parish@gmail.com or just turn 

up this Sunday night. Parents will still need to attend the evening service to obtain a scan-in for 

schools’ applications.  

THRIVE — our new youth group! 

We have started a brand new youth group for Years 9 – 13 called Thrive, which started 

on Sunday 16th November! 

It’s a place to hang out, have fun, and explore life and faith together. 

We’ll be kicking off with the Youth Alpha Course — real talk, good vibes, and plenty of snacks! 

📅  Sunday, 7:30 – 9:00pm 📍  St Nicks Centre, Halewood 

Please pray for this exciting new group — and spread the word to any teens who might want to come 

along! Contact: James – jameshf.parish@gmail.com | 07954 857 058 

HALEWOOD ART CLUB - EXPERT GUIDANCE AND TUITION FROM LOCAL PROFESSIONAL ARTIST, 
ANTHONY SMITH. BEGINNERS WELCOME! 

WEDNESDAYS 1.00 – 3.00 pm, Environment Centre, Okell Drive - BOOKING ESSENTIAL - £5 

PLEASE CONTACT RANGER TONY on 07717301355 or 0151 488 6151 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Both of our churches rely on the generosity of members of our congregation in giving up their time 

to volunteer in all kinds of ways. At St Nicholas and St Mary’s we are very blessed with the 

number of volunteers we do have but there is always room for more. 

Below is a list of some of the volunteering opportunities you might like to consider, a rough idea of 

what the time commitment might be and, where possible, details of whom to contact for further 

information. The list is not exhaustive and doesn’t include roles which might require some specialist 

knowledge, such as finance skills, HR skills etc. 

 

Reading and Leading Prayers at Services - Both Churches 

On a rota, approximately once or twice a quarter. 

Speak to Gill Dover at St Mary’s or Alison Shacklady at St Nicholas’ . 

 

 

Sidespersons - Both Churches 

Meeting and greeting people, giving out and collecting in service sheets, taking collection, tidying up 

after services. 

On a rota approximately once or twice a quarter  

Speak to wardens/steward. 
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Communion Stewards (St Mary’s) 

To help set up Communion and assist with administering Communion (2nd Sunday). 

On a rota once a quarter. 

 

Baptism Sponsors  

At the moment just at St Nicholas’ (but we would welcome a couple of volunteers for this role at St 

Mary’s for the occasional baptism services which happen there). 

Support families during Baptism services (1.00 pm on fourth Sunday of the month). 

Approximately 3 or 4 times a year. 

Contact Sally Moore, Baptism Secretary on halewood.baptisms@yahoo.com 

Tea and Coffee before morning services at St Nicholas’ and after morning services at St Mary’s 

On a rota, approximately two or three times a quarter. 

Speak to wardens/steward. 

 

Church Cleaning 

St Nicholas’ Friday mornings approx. 10.15 – 11.00 am. 

Speak to Georgina McQueen or Lyn Green. 

St Mary’s – date and time can be arranged to suit. 

Speak to Gill Dover or Jen Hargreaves. 

 

Work with Children and Young People - All roles need a DBS check and Safeguarding training 

Creche and Junior Church at St Mary’s and St Nicholas’ operate three Sundays per month during term 

times. 

Help required on a rota basis. 

For St Mary’s contact Laura Fisher- laura_burke_09@hotmail.co.uk or Emma Rooney  

emma.creasy@btinternet.com 

For St Nicholas Junior Church contact Hayley McShane hayleymcshane84@gmail.com 

After School Clubs at St Mary’s contact Mike Sutcliffe mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com 

Sunday evening children’s and youth groups, Elevate/Thrive contact James Hutchinson Feguson 

jameshf.parish@gmail.com 

Volunteers are also often needed to help with Uniformed Organisations (Rainbows/Brownies/Guides). 

Contact via  http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ 

 

Gardening/Churchyard clearance 

Occasional gardening working parties at both churches. 

St Nicholas’ contact Geoff Bullen geoffbullen@btinternet.com 

St Mary’s contact Pam Boffey pam.boffey@hotmail.com or Dave Crerar d.r.crerar@btinternet.com 

 

Community Connect  

St Mary’s Church Monday afternoons 12.30 - 2.30 pm on a rota basis approx. once a month. 

 St Nicholas’ Church Thursday mornings 10.00 am - 12 midday on a rota basis approx. once a month 

Serving tea/coffee and toast and chatting to visitors. 

Speak to James Hutchinson Feguson jameshf.parish@gmail.com 

 

Baby Bank 

St Mary’s Saturday mornings 10-12. Sorting donated items and helping visitors find suitable baby items. 

Speak to Jen Hargreaves   jen@mattharg.co.uk 
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One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father Christmas.  These days he 
seems to frequent shopping malls and garden centres.  If he looks tired, just remember that he has 
been around a long time and gone through a lot of transformations. 

Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the retail trade that he is 
today.   He began life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an important port on the 
southern coast of what is now Turkey.  When his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas 
gave it away to the poor.  He became a bishop of the nearby city of Myra, where he almost 
certainly suffered persecution and imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 

Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of Nicaea, which 
formulated the Creed which we still say today.   He even, reportedly, slapped another bishop in a 
squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity. Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories 
of his generosity and kindness were just beginning.    One enduring tale tells of the three girls 
whom he rescued from certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries.  When the 
father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone. 

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in Victorian times as a 
jolly-faced bearded character.  Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers had taken him to America 
with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas. It was in America that Nicholas received his final two 
great breaks into real stardom.  The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York 
Episcopal minister, turned from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun 
poem for his children one Christmas.  His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now universally known by its 
first line:  ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’. From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas 
is round and pink-cheeked and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer 
and a sack of toys on his back.   It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas enters 
houses down chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets. 

So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red?   That was the US Coca-Cola advertising 
campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date pictures of Father Christmas: 
wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt. These days, it is good that Father 
Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t have to pay for petrol.  In order to get round all the children 
in the world on Christmas Eve, he will have to travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 
miles a second, 6,395 times the speed of sound.  For all those of us who are already exhausted just 
rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a sobering thought. 

Thank you Parish Pump! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

Craven and 

Moar & Butler 
Funeral Directors 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

With you every step of the way 
Independent funeral homes owned by Mr Craven, serving Widnes, Hale and South 
Liverpool. 
 

“We can arrange a funeral specifically to suit you, whether it be a simple and 
straightforward cremation or a traditional full-service burial.” 
 

Our standards are as high as you would expect, yet our charges are very 
reasonable. Please visit our website to learn more about us. 
 

We are here for you 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 

0151 495 2482     0151 228 3900 
458 Liverpool Road     14 Broadgreen Road 

Widnes WA8 7XP      Liverpool 

        www.cravens-funerals.com 

0151 424 5432 
9 Dickson Street 

Widnes WA8 6PW 

www.moar-butler.com     and branches throughout Liverpool 

http://www.cravens-funerals.com/
http://www.moar-butler.com/

