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Editor’s email: mirrie1@sky.com 

Articles for the April issue to me by 20th March 2023 please. 

 

 

 

Church website 
www.halewoodparish.org 

 

Please feel free to send me 
any articles that may be of 

interest to our readers.  

Email address above. 
Margaret 

 

 

 

 

Your will 

Father, I wait thy daily will; 
Thou shalt divide my portion still; 

Grant me on earth what seems thee best, 
Till death and heaven reveal the rest. 

By Isaac Watts 

 

 

 

mailto:mirrie1@sky.com
http://www.halewoodparish.org/


 

 

 

 

THOMAS PORTER & SONS LTD 

Funeral Service established 1860 

HERE FOR YOU WHENEVER YOU NEED US 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ANFIELD:  51 PRIORY ROAD –   Tel: 0151 260 3767 

DINGLE:   345-347 PARK ROAD –  Tel: 0151 727 1911 

GARSTON: 142 ST MARY’S ROAD –  Tel: 0151 427 4482 

WOOLTON: 66-68 ALLERTON ROAD – Tel: 0151 428 9040 

WALTON:  133 COUNTY ROAD –  Tel: 0151 538 9591 

 

Under the personal supervision of Stephen Cain 

 

 

 

       

 

We offer a caring and comprehensive funeral service including  
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St Nicholas and St Mary’s  

Ecumenical Team Ministry 

 PARISH OFFICE 

Temporary Administrator – John Cleator 
St Nicholas Centre 

70 Church Road 

Halewood Village 

LIVERPOOL, L26  6LB 

Telephone: 0151 487 9965 

email:  halewoodparish@btconnect.com 

 

TEAM VICAR 

  

Andrew Radford 

revandyhhc@gmail.com 

St Hilda’s Rectory 

07966033648 

  

  

TEAM RECTOR 

 

Vacancy 

The Rectory 

Rectory Drive 

Halewood 

  

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 

 

Mike Sutcliffe 

mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com 

07867489463 

 

LAY READERS 

 

Matthew Hargreaves 

07810872987 

mattharg@mac.com 

  

Jen Radford  

07966624729 

jennyradford@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

Carol Burke 

Burkie.carol@hotmail.co.uk  
07588848667 

Adam Grey 07814727622 

adam_grey@msn.com  

  

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Jessica Forrester 

halewoodparish@btconnect.com 

ST NICHOLAS WARDENS 

Graham Elliott 

07516852066 

Lesley Webb 

0151 4877234/07852778839 

Lawebb74.hotmail.com 

 

ST NICHOLAS DEPUTY 

WARDEN 

Andrew Reynolds  

07776250718 

andy@nadiareynolds.co.uk 

Alison Shacklady 

288 Higher Rd, H’wood 

L26 9UF    

486 2415/07909652442 

Alison1.shacklady@ 

btinternet.com 

ST MARY’S  

WARDEN - VACANCY 

 

METHODIST STEWARDS 

(for Sth Lpool Circuit) 
 
Gill Dover 487 5137 

gillian.dover@gmail.com 

Mark Harrison 
51 Hever Drive, H’wood 
L26 6LN, 487 0086 
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MINISTRY MESSAGE  
 

A fresh move of God in Methodism ? 

 

I have been made aware that in February there has been a stirring of revival in a college in 
America called Asbury University. It is from the Wesleyan holiness tradition. This report has 
encouraged me that the Lord is wanting to bless his people, and this is so important as we all 
need regular refreshment from the Lord. Hundreds of people have flocked from across the world to 
see what God was doing. The prayer and worship meeting that was set to last a few hours went 
on beyond midnight into the next day and then continued unabated for several days. Apparently 
this same college has experienced something similar a few times in its history.  

 

The stories of revival have always inspired and encouraged me through the years, but also made 
me sad that I have not been in the midst of something similar. One of the most significant revivals 
in this country came through John Wesley and others like him at the end of the eighteenth century. 
It has set the standard, along with the Welsh revival in 1906, for what revival will do in a city or 
country.  

 

It is wonderful to see that the seeds sown through Methodism travelled across the ocean and are 
still being felt today. Bishop Asbury, after whom the college is named, was an itinerant evangelist 
from the West Midlands. He was sent by Wesley to build up the church in Colonial America. His 
story is inspiring in itself but, suffice to say, thousands were brought into the church during his time 
there.  

 

What begins these revivals? Well, there can be many spiritual and socio economic reasons, but it 
is universally accepted that prayer starts it off. When a group, sometimes small, gather together 
with a desire to surrender their lives to God, to repent of all known sin, and to seek God’s blessing 
then God often turns up in remarkable power. 

 

I have experienced this in a small way but have also read about it when God changes a city or a 
nation. Many people who otherwise have no interest in God, suddenly turn to Him in desperation 
for their lives to be made clean.  

 

The college in America has stopped the ongoing prayer meeting, due to practical and safety 
concerns. However, I trust that the seeds sown in individual’s lives will continue to affect others 
and that this fire of God’s Spirit will spread. The college leaders are looking to facilitate this 
‘outpouring’ in nearby towns and colleges.  

 

So what can this mean for us? Well, I guess for me it’s a gentle rebuke from the Lord to not give 
up, but to again seek him with all my heart, mind and strength. The challenge to seek the Lord has 
been my year’s motto since Epiphany, inspired by the example of the wise men. Of course, as we 
go through another season of the Christian calendar, that of lent, we can set aside more time to be 
with Jesus and, like our friends across the pond, cry out for more of his grace, love and power, 
and in the process become more like Him. Who is up for this? We will continue with our 24-1 
prayer days most months, but I guess we need to ask God for a greater desire for his presence 
and power among us so that more people may be impacted by the gospel message. 

Andy 

 



 

 

WHO PROMOTED SUNDAY SCHOOLS  in ENGLAND?  
 

Robert Raikes ("the Younger") (14th September 1736 – 5th April 1811) and the 
growth and impact of the Sunday School Movement 

 
Robert Raikes is traditionally credited as pioneering Sunday Schools in the 1780s. 
He was a regular prison visitor, an English philanthropist and an Anglican layman. 
He was educated at The Crypt School Gloucester and was noted for his 
promotion of Sunday schools. Wikipedia 
  
Sunday schools were certainly not original to Robert Raikes, but he put them on the map. Through his 
diligent promotion the movement took off until a quarter of all the children in the country were enrolled… 

Like so many innovations that transformed the moral and spiritual climate of Britain, Sunday schools were 
a product – albeit indirectly – of the evangelical awakening that shook the country in the 18th century. In 
‘A Short History of the English People,’ the Oxford historian, John Richard Green, writes: “A yet nobler 
result of the religious revival [of the 18th century] was the steady attempt, which has never ceased from 
that day to this, to remedy the guilt, the ignorance, the physical suffering, the social degradation and the 
poor. 

“It was not until the Wesleyan impulse had done its work that this philanthropic impulse began. The 
Sunday schools established by Mr Raikes of Gloucester at the close of the century were the beginnings of 
popular education.” 

The Raikes family was certainly well connected, both spiritually and naturally. They were related by 
marriage to the reformer, William Wilberforce, and were also well acquainted with another famous citizen 
of the town, the great evangelist, George Whitefield who, a few years earlier, had started his ministry 
around Gloucester by preaching his first sermon in St Mary de Crypt in 1736. 

As Robert grew up he was aware of the ministry of Whitefield and the blessing of revival, the more so as 
Whitefield and the Wesley brothers were regular visitors to the Raikes’ family home. It would not be an 
overstatement to say that the Raikes were one of the most influential families in the life of Gloucester, 
with almost anyone of any importance who visited the city being entertained in their home. However, 
family life was disrupted when, in 1757, Robert senior died suddenly, leaving his eldest son in charge of the 
considerable family business at the age of 22. In addition to the business, Robert Jr also had the 
responsibility of looking after his aged mother and his five younger brothers and one sister. 

Raikes’ initial philanthropic concern was for prison reform. He was a lifelong friend of the great evangelical 
prison reformer, John Howard and, in 1773, accompanied Howard on a visit to Gloucester jail. Although 
Howard reckoned that Gloucester was actually one of the better jails in the country, Raikes was shocked by 
what he found. 

“Men, women and even children put 
under arrest for the most trivial of 
offences and small debts were 
herded together with criminals of 
deepest dye,” he wrote. “In the 
debtor’s prison, many prisoners died 
from smallpox and gaol fever, 
children were born and men and 
women were kept in the same room 
together. There was no proper 
provision for poorer inmates, and 



 

 

those who received no help from friends and relatives were forced to beg their food from fellow 
prisoners.” 

Through his newspaper Raikes was able to make regular appeals for food, clothing and small amounts of 
money to enable the prisoners to buy essentials. He also used the media of the day to highlight the plight 
of those who were stuck in prison merely due to debts or minor offences. 

Like  Major General Baden Powell, who founded the scouts, he was so shocked by the physical condition of 
his British soldiers in South Africa and determined to do something about it!  

Thankyou Colin! 

 

HALEWOOD ART GROUP 
 

 
 
Halewood Art Group (originally St Nicholas's Painting Group), has been in existence for over 5 years and its 
aims are to provide an opportunity for people who have never painted before the chance to explore this 
wonderful hobby and to expand their skills, experiencing different mediums and styles of painting. Existing 
artists are also welcome to join the group. 
 
We are a very friendly and welcoming group and we meet on a Monday afternoon at the WI Hall in Bailey’s 
Lane Halewood from 1.00 pm until 3.00 pm. We keep the weekly subscription to a low price at just £5 per 
week only payable on the weeks you attend. We are looking to increase our membership so if you are 
looking to start a new hobby or you are already an artist and want to join others on a regular basis please 
contact Ken Allen for information. 
 
email: allen556@btinternet.com or tel: 07815 3056502 
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MARCH SERVICES 

 
 

Sunday 5th March:   Lent 2 (Genesis 2.1-4a, John 3.1-17) 

10.30 am St Mary Morning Worship: Matthew Hargreaves 

11.00 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

     6.30 pm Evening Worship: Matthew Hargreaves 

     11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Carol Burke 

 

Thursday 9th March:   9.15 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Nicola Milford 

 

Sunday 12th March:   Lent 3 (Exodus 17.1-7, John 4.5-42) 

     10.30 am St Mary Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

     11.00 am St Nicholas Morning Worship: Graham Amey 

     12.15 & 1.00 pm St Nicholas Baptisms: Andy Radford 

     6.30 pm St Nicholas Evening Worship: Bruce Pennie 

     11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Adam Grey 

 

Thursday 16th March:   9.15 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Kip Crooks 

 

Sunday 19th March:   Mothering Sunday (Exodus 2.1-10, John 19.25b-27) 

     10.30 am St Mary Morning Worship: Carol Burke 

     11.00 am St Nicholas GMJC/Parade: Matthew Hargreaves 

     6.30 pm No service 

     11.00 am St Hilda Morning Worship: Andy Radford 

 

Thursday 23rd March:   9.15 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

 

Sunday 26th March:   Lent 5 (Romans 8.6-11, John 11.1-45) 

     10.30 am St Mary GMJC: Matthew Hargreaves  

     11.00 am St Nicholas Morning Worship: Bill Forster 

     6.30 pm St Nicholas Evening Worship: Phil Saltmarsh 

     11.00 am St Hilda Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

 

Thursday 30th March:   9.15 am St Nicholas Holy Communion: Andy Radford 

      

      

      
 



 

 

PARISH WALK   
 

On Saturday 18th February, a strong group of 

fifteen met at St Nicholas Centre for a walk at 

Delamere Forest. From there we embarked in 

four cars to the Petals Vintage Tea Room in 

Frodsham, for our main event, the bacon butty 

or other carb high refreshment. 

The weather was fair for this time of year and 

we were soon at Delamere Forest heading past 

the Go Ape facility towards the lake. Our local walker Maria, born in Malta, had her great 

niece Eliza staying with her and both added a 

lovely Maltese flavour to the team. 

 

 

 

 

 

About three miles later, we had gone 

around the lake and then there was a 

choice whether to finish or to scale to the summit of Old Pale Hill, where there is a cracking 

view of seven counties. All fifteen took up the challenge, including our oldest member, 

Norma. 

After a slow start, Norma got in the groove 

and left us all standing, leaving us all some 

20/30 yards in her wake. She is a true 

inspiration, having also been to the gym 

prior to the start of the walk. After twenty 

minutes or so at the top of the hill the chill 

began to set in, so we quickly headed off 

along the easier downhill route to the car 

park. 



 

 

It was a lovely walk, joyful, chatty and one 

of which you were really glad to be part. 

Our ages ranged from late teens to the 

80’s and this also added to a wonderful 

day. Thank you, Penni, for being such a 

well-organized, caring and safe pair of 

hands. 

  

 

 

 
  



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERING 
 
Halewood Guides-A message from Debbie Kenwell 
Halewood Guides need a new Leader in charge. Katie Brown is having to stand down because of family and 
work commitments. Guides meet weekly on Tuesdays from 7.00 to 8.00 pm term time. Without a new 
leader they will close. For more information please speak to Debbie or to Dorothy Sumner. 

 
Volunteers Needed - We have a small dedicated band of cleaners who clean at St Nicholas’ Church every 
Thursday after our communion service. They would welcome some additional help from 10 am for around 
30-40 minutes. All cleaning materials provided. If you are able to help, even if it is on occasional weeks, 
please speak to Lesley Webb or Graham Elliott. Thanks. 

Request from Mothers’ Union - Mother’s Union have been asked to donate items for refugees in the 
Liverpool area particularly for pregnant or new mothers. The items particularly requested are: Large size 
sanitary towels; breastpads; nipple cream; nice smellies for mums; baby bath foam and similar items; 
nappies size 0-2; baby grows/baby clothes; small blankets. Also, craft items, eg wool and needles; large 
saucepans. For more information or to donate contact Sheila Bersin on 486 7565. 

Sheila also says: If anyone could knit some “Teddies for Tragedy”, it’s a good way to use up the oddments 
of wool. Sheila has the pattern if anyone  needs it. Very easy and colourful and it’s only garter stitch with 
stocking stitch for the head. And doesn’t take long!   

Help needed with Children’s Work at St Mary’s - A message from Katie Cardwell - So, since reopening 
after lock down, the numbers at St Mary's Junior Church have more than tripled which, of course, is an 
answer to prayer: however, we are struggling with the small number of helpers that we have. If you are 
able to go onto the rota to help with this please contact Katie on katiemc84@googlemail.com 

A Message from Mike Sutcliffe - We need some help because we are struggling to run the after-

school clubs, as we need at least another adult (as well as myself). We have 3 clubs at the moment: 

JAM Club is a club for children in years 1, 2, and 3 and we’re currently making our way through the New 
Testament. It takes place on Wednesdays from 15:30 to 16:30. Boss Club is a club for children in years 4, 5, 
and 6 that takes place on Thursdays from 18:00 to 19:00. Next Level is a club for secondary school children 
that takes place on Thursdays from 19:30 to 20:30. 

If anyone is available during these times and might be able to offer some assistance that would be 
amazing. You can contact Mike on mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com. 

Summer Holiday Club:- A message from Mike Sutcliffe - Summer Holiday Club takes place during the week 
beginning 24th July 2023. I am getting this out early to ask for helpers who are prepared to commit some 
time to the Holiday Club. Please let me know if you can help, whether it is for the whole day, or just the 
mornings or afternoons. Once I get some replies, I will schedule a first meeting. Please reply 
to mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com 

 

Volunteers Needed – St Nicholas’ creche - A number of our volunteers have had to step down 

recently so we need to recruit some new members of the creche team. If this is something in which 

you would be interested please contact Catherine Williams  catherine12725@gmail.com for more 

information. 
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Baptism Sponsors - We are currently reviewing some of the  arrangements for booking baptisms at 

our two churches but in the meantime we need some more volunteers to act as Baptism sponsors. The 

main role of the sponsors involves supporting families during the Baptism services. If this is 

something in which you might be interested please speak to one of the wardens. 

Knowsley Winter Warm Knitting Project 

This year, as in previous years, we are knitting and crocheting items for the Knowsley Winter Warm Project: 
hats; scarves; neck warmers; fingerless mittens; shawls; knee blankets etc. This year these will be needed 
more than ever with the rising costs of fuel. We have simple patterns and a budget for wool. So if you are 
not already knitting for this and would like to be involved please contact Alison who will provide wool and 
whatever else you need. 

 

 

New Parish Administrator 

Jessica Forrester has now taken up her post as Parish Administrator. She can be contacted every 

morning at the St Nicholas’ Centre. At the moment she is still using the email 

address halewoodparish@btconnect.com 

 

John Cleator, who was covering the post on a temporary basis, has now reverted to his substantive 

post as premises manager on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. Thanks to John for helping us 

out in the intervening period. 

 

 

Prayers - If you would like us to include someone in prayers on a Sunday morning and/or evening, there 

is a book at the back of each church to which you can add names. Please ask the duty warden/steward . 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
Lent 2023 - There are various events taking place during Lent this year: 

 
Lectio Course from 24-7 prayer - learn how to hear from God and grow in your faith. Five Monday 
evenings starting Monday 27th February at 7.30 pm at St Hilda's church.  
 
A Family Lent Event - St Mary’s Church Halewood, Saturdays 4th and 25th March from 11 am to 12.30 pm. 
(Lunch 12 - 12.30) Family games and activities, Learning and Growing Together. 
Email ness.harrison@gmail.com for more information and to book places. 
 

 
World Day of Prayer - This year’s World Day of Prayer service will take place at 1.30 pm (Doors open from 
1 pm) on Friday 3rd March at St Marks, Halewood,  L26 0UG. The theme is  ‘I have heard about your Faith’ 
produced by Christians in Taiwan. 

 
Next Vestry Date for Wedding and Baptism enquiries - Thursday 16th March  7.00 - 7.45 pm at St 
Nicholas’ Centre. 

 
Experience Easter - Mike Sutcliffe will be running Experience Easter for local schools from Monday 27th - 

Thursday 30th March. Over the next few weeks we will be requesting help with various ‘props’ for this. At 
the moment Mike is looking for: 

• A donkey costume (to fit a child) 
• Stones (Medium sized) 
• Small logs 
• Large pot plants for Garden of Gethsemane and Easter Garden 
• A small pop up tent (two person size) to act as the empty tomb  

We will need these bringing to St Mary’s on Sunday 26th March. 
If you have any of these items can you please let Mike know on mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com 
 

Welcome Back Quiz - Saturday 1st April: 7.30 pm in St Nicholas’ Centre 
 
Tickets £5 from Gill Muir. 

Card Making Workshop - Saturday 15 April : 10.00 am - 12.30 pm at St Mary’s 

£10 per person for 5 cards. Book a place with Gill Dover or Linda West. 

 
Calendar Girls at St Hilda’s Church Hall - Woolton Drama Group will be performing Calendar Girls from 13th 
to 15th April at St Hilda’s Church Hall - £7 adults, £5 concession, £1.00 from every ticket sold will be donated 
to Marie Curie. Tickets available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/woolton-drama-group 
  
  

Mike Sutcliffe-Change of Email Address 
Mike Sutcliffe our Children’s and Youth Worker now has a new email address mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com. 
Please use this if you wish to contact him. 

 

mailto:ness.harrison@gmail.com
mailto:mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/woolton-drama-group
mailto:mike.circuitchildren@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/30478819@N08/37234235032
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 
 

Synod approves Bishops' proposals for prayers of blessing for same sex couples 

General Synod has voted to approve the Bishops' proposals for prayers of blessing for same-sex couples. The vote 
at General Synod followed a long debate which came at the culmination of the Living in Love and Faith process. 

The Bishop of Warrington, the Rt Revd Beverley Mason, commented 

General Synod February 2023 and all paths seemed to lead to Item 11 Living in Love and Faith (GS 2289) on 
Wednesday 8th February.   

Across the Synod and from across the traditions, members were vocal in their condemnation of homophobia, 
abuse, and of the immense hurt caused by the church to those who identify as LGBTQIA+. In the motion brought 
forward to Synod by the House of Bishops, item 11(a) stated that this Synod, ‘lament and repent of the failure of 
the Church to be welcoming to LGBTQIA+ people and the harm that LGBTQIA+ people have experienced and 
continue to experience in the life of the Church.  For very many who identify as  LGBTQIA+ there was a strong 
push to remove this sentence.  The words, they felt, were hollow and the pain expressed in the debate made clear 
that the Church must do so much better in its acknowledgment of hurt caused and of its intention and desire to 
get right its welcome and inclusion.   

For the many who support same-sex marriage in church, the honouring and blessing of people in same-sex Civil 
Partnership and of clergy in same-sex sexual partnerships, the Bishops’ proposals did not go far enough and there 
was a drive to bring this back to Synod in 2 years.  This was rejected. 

When it came to the vote, the Motion was passed by a majority in each House. 

For all the work that has gone into LLF there was relief!   

For members and for people who are affected by the decisions - either they’re not going far enough in terms of 
fully including difference, or for those who feel this is a step too far, there remains uncertainty and pain and a 
need for listening and healing.   

The Bishops are now tasked to produce the Pastoral Guidance to replace “Issues in Human Sexuality”,  together 
with a suite of prayers that reflect the feedback from Synod members, to be brought back to Synod in July 2023.   

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bev asks us to join her in prayers 

for unity this lent 
  

Bishop Bev has encouraged all across our diocese to join 
her in prayer for unity this lent. In a letter to our diocese, 
she has encouraged us to join her online on Ash 
Wednesday and all Wednesdays during lent and Holy 
Week. The 20-minute prayer sessions will start at 9 pm. 
You can get the link by 
emailing BishopsLodge@liverpool.anglican.org. The 
bishop has also highlighted prayers that can be used in 
your devotions. 
 
You can read the letter and access the prayers on the 
Diocesan website. 
 

mailto:bishopslodge@liverpool.anglican.org?subject=Ash%20Wednesday%20prayer%20session%20link
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65a0559aa7e77f3d475d76b01&id=e1ef21d3b2&e=420748ac20
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City Centre Street Pastors  

 
Liverpool City Centre Street Pastors are holding a recruitment and information 
morning. If you are interested in finding out more about the work of Liverpool City 
Centre Street Pastors or becoming a Street Pastor yourself, come along and find 
out more on Saturday 25th March 2023 from 10 am to 11.30 am at St 
Aidan's Centre. 

New Area Dean for West Derby 
 

Following consultation with the deanery, Bishop Bev has asked Revd Will Gibbons to be 
the next Area Dean for West Derby Deanery. He has accepted the role. He will be 
commissioned in this role at his licensing service on Sunday 19th February. 
  
Please hold Will in your prayers as he prepares to take up his new responsibilities. 

 

Congratulations Maggie Swinson 
 

 
 
Canon Maggie Swinson, has been acclaimed as the new Chair of the Anglican 
Consultative Council (ACC). 
 
Welcoming the appointment Bishop Bev said "Maggie brings immense 
experience, wisdom, and insight to the Anglican Communion, and is so well-
placed to take on this extra responsibility. In these challenging days, Maggie 
will play a vital role in ensuring voices are heard across the communion" 

 
 
Let’s make 19th March a Mothering Sunday  
 
On 19th March most churches will celebrate their ‘mothers’. £millions will be spent on 
Mother’s Day gifts and cards, and children will give flowers to women in church. It’s a joy to 
honour mothers for their love and caring, but our blessings are lessened when we forget the 
Day’s original purpose.  
 
The Mother’s Day we know today began on 12th May 1907 in America, when a woman called 
Anna Jarvis held a service in her late mother’s church to honour her work of organising 
women’s groups to promote friendship and health. The idea spread, and in 1914 Mother’s 
Day was declared an official celebration. 
 
But the European Mothering Sunday goes back to the 16th century, and was altogether more faith-based. On the 
fourth Sunday of Lent people went ‘a-mothering’, going to their ‘mother’ church, the main church in the region, for a 
special service. In those days domestic servants rarely had free days, but they were given a day off during Lent, so 
they could go along with their mothers and families. Times changed, and by the 1900s Mothering Sunday had largely 
changed into Mother’s Day – a celebration of mothers more than mother churches. 
 
Many Scriptures describe the mothering qualities of God, for example Isaiah 66:13 – ‘As a mother comforts her child, 
so will I comfort you.’  We also see it in women without children.  I remember a spinster head teacher in a poor 
district in Wales mothering and bringing the best out of ‘her’ children.  We see it in our housing and care homes, in 
older women who have never been mothers as well as those who have, as they comfort a carer who has had a 
miscarriage, or who needs encouragement. We see it in pastors, and in men who nurture others. Let’s thank God for 
His gift of ‘mothering’, wherever we find it.   

 
Editor:  Louise Morse is a speaker and author of several books on issues of old age. She works with the Pilgrims’ Friend Society, a 216-year-
old Christian charity supporting older people in housing and care homes.  See www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk    



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Artwork by Francesca Ross – for colouring in! 

 

 
ST TRILLO’S CHURCH 
 
After a night away in Llandudno - one of our favourite places - we 
decided to go home the scenic way via the old coast road or  Glan-
y-mor road to Rhos on Sea.  
 
I had noticed on Google maps that there was a Holy Well marked 
so we decided to investigate.  
 
St Trillo’s Church is situated on the promenade just outside of 
Rhos.  
It is thought to be the smallest church in the British Isles seating 
only six people. It is named after St Trillo, the 6th century Celtic 
saint who built his cell here. 
 
The present building is a later construction of unknown date which 
has been heavily repaired over the centuries. The chapel is on the 
site of an ancient spring which provided the saint with his supply of 



 

 

drinking water.  It also supplied the water for baptisms all over 
the medieval parish of Llandrillo for centuries. The well can still 
be seen in front of the altar and the water had a long tradition 
of having healing properties. 
 
Communion services are still  held regularly in the Church - it is 
humbling to think that the spot has been a site of Christian 
worship for nearly 1500 years. 
 
The chapel is set in a small well kept garden with a bench and 
views of the sea.  
 
Inside it is compact but beautiful with tiny stained glass 
windows set back into the stone walls. The floor is cobbled with 
pebbles from the beach and the altar is also of stone. 
 

There were fresh spring flowers in vases around the chapel and a candle burning when we visited - it is obviously well 
loved and cared for. 
 
There was a very peaceful feel to the whole site. 
 
If you are in the area it is definitely worth a visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Steaming of services on YouTube  

Thanks to some grant funding from Community Foundation 

Merseyside, we have installed cameras in St Nicholas’ to enable us 

to live stream services on YouTube. The YouTube channel is called 

St Nicholas St Mary's Halewood Team and the direct link 

is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_QFMMV0MxaTa38ibdkzVag.  

 

We are streaming Sunday and Thursday morning services live and it is also available for you to watch later. You 

may wish to make use of this if you are unable to attend church in person for any reason. 

 

If you subscribe to our YouTube Channel (It’s free) it will make it easier to access in future.    

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_QFMMV0MxaTa38ibdkzVag


 

 

Time for a Spring clean? 
 
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I 
will be whiter than snow. (Psalm 51:77) 
 
People used to have an annual ‘Spring clean’ when they 
would clean the house from top to bottom. Perhaps it was a 
way of marking the new season or because the longer days 
and increasing sunlight rays made the dust stand out. 
Certainly, the coal fires used all winter before central 
heating would have made the houses dusty! 
 
If you do have a clean-up, why not have a clear-out as well? Some of us are not good at throwing things 
away. Even if we don’t use the thing, we can have a sentimental attachment to it, and not want to let it go.  
 
But what do you do with the stuff you no longer want, without simply adding to landfill? There are online 
places to sell second-hand goods and local online organisations that advertise things people want to get rid 
of. You could also have a garage sale (called a yard sale in America) where you sell stuff, or even go to a car 
boot sale.  
 
Another way of passing things on is via a charity shop. But charity shops are particular about what they can 
accept. Many reject items that do not have a safety label, and items that could be potentially dangerous, 
such as electrical goods.  
 
If you want to raise money for church funds, how about holding a church or village jumble sale? If you 
decide to go ahead, just give yourself time to plan it well in advance with rules about what you will accept, 
how you will publicise it, how you can keep everyone safe, and who will manage the money.  
Editor:  By David Pickup, a solicitor. 
  

 

PUZZLE CORNER (answers overleaf)  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossword Clues for April  

Across 
1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  
9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message  
 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the Lord’  
 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’ (Matthew  
 25:36) (6) 
Down 
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 
6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27)  
 (7) 
14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15 The human mind or soul (6)  
16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 
18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  
20 Bared (anag.) (5) 



 

 

 
ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD ON PREVIOUS PAGE (no cheating!) 

 

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  
 
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  
16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 

 



 

 

“We asked food bank managers and users across the UK, and these 

are all the things people say consistently – time and time again – 

they need, but they are not things people often think to buy,” says 

Hodson. “And they make such a difference.” 

1. Toilet roll 

This is self-explanatory, and always necessary. “One food bank is 

having to ration it to one roll per household,” says Hodson. 

 

2. Sanitary towels and tampons  

“We don’t have the data on how users of the food banks break down across gender lines,” says Hodson. 

“When someone comes to the food bank, they’ll often pick up for the whole household.” But she adds: 

“[Feminine hygiene products] are an awkward thing to say that you’re short of. If you’re at the point 

where you can’t afford food, chances are that you’re not going to be able to afford sanitary products 

either.” 

“It’s really important, especially in terms of dignity, to be able to cope. We’ve heard some horrible 

reports from some of our food banks where women were having to use newspaper and that sort of thing. 

Obviously, you have to be resourceful in these situations and people come up with all kinds of coping 

mechanisms, but we’d prefer they didn’t have to cope, and that they actually were able to have what 

everybody else has.” 

 

3. Tin openers  

“There are all kinds of people who don’t have these, especially women who’ve been relocated because 

of domestic abuse,” says Hodson. 

And as food banks get a lot of tinned, non-perishable food, this is a handy thing to drop off at the 

collection point. 

 

4. Nappies  

Generally, food banks would prefer disposable nappies over cloth nappies. “The best thing people can 

do is call their local food bank and find out what they need,” says Hodson. 

“We get parents with children of all ages. Some of the most stark cases are women who have literally just 

given birth and haven’t got anything, and are really struggling as well as being a new mum.” 

 

5. Toiletries (shampoo, shower gel, deodorant) 

You know how at Christmas, lots of people get packs of toiletries they don’t want, because it’s a bit of a 

standard present? Bring them along to your local food bank collection point. “If people don’t want 

them,” says Hodson, “it’d be amazing if they gave them to the food bank, because it’s the kind of thing 

that makes a massive difference.” Shaving gels and foams are also welcome. 

 

6. Baby food 

Baby food is another item that many people don’t think to include on their list of donations to food 

banks, says Hodson. Well, now you know.          (taken from the Foodbank website) 

 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/fionarutherford/this-foodbank-is-offering-tampons-after-women-confessed-to-u


 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

Craven and 

Moar & Butler 
Funeral Directors 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

With you every step of the way 
Independent funeral homes owned by Mr Craven, serving Widnes, Hale and 
South Liverpool. 
 

“We can arrange a funeral specifically to suit you, whether it be a simple and 
straightforward cremation or a traditional full-service burial.” 
 

Our standards are as high as you would expect, yet our charges are very 
reasonable. Please visit our website to learn more about us. 
 

We are here for you 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 

0151 495 2482     0151 228 3900 
458 Liverpool Road     14 Broadgreen Road 

Widnes WA8 7XP      Liverpool 

        www.cravens-funerals.com 

0151 424 5432 
9 Dickson Street 

Widnes WA8 6PW 

www.moar-butler.com     and branches throughout Liverpool 

http://www.cravens-funerals.com/
http://www.moar-butler.com/

