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Administrative Information 
The Parish Office, St Nicholas' Centre, 70 Church Road, Halewood. LIVERPOOL L26 6LA. 

Official correspondence should be sent to the Parish Administrator at the above address. 

Halewood Church Council 
Halewood Church Council (HCC) is the overall decision-making body for the Parish. HCC is an 

ecumenical Church Council – Anglican and Methodist – which acts as the Parochial Church Council 

(PCC). As such, it operates under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure 1956. Until 

September 2009, the PCC was excepted by order from registering with the Charity Commission. This 

status no longer applies and we have been taking advice on how to comply with changed legislation. 

Because of the complexity of our situation, definitive advice was not available. HCC is currently 

working towards registering as a Charity and, along with many other ecumenical partnerships, our 

status is recorded as such by Churches Together in England. 

Objectives and Activities 
When planning our activities for the year, HCC gave consideration to the Charity Commission’s 

guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the specific guidance to charities concerned with the 

advancement of religion. 

The aims of HCC, as defined in the PCC (Powers) Measure of 1956 are: 

άǘƻ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 

mission of the Church, pastoral, ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭΦέ 

In practice, “the minister” in our context means Halewood Ecumenical Ministry Team, whose 

Constitution and Code of Practice declares Halewood (i.e. both churches in the parish and 

throughout the area covered by the parish) a Local Ecumenical Project, and guarantees equality of 

status to both churches and to Anglican and Methodist ministers within the Team. The Ecumenical 

Project’s Sponsoring Body is Churches Together in the Merseyside Region (CTMR) 

(formerly Merseyside And Region Ecumenical Assembly – ‘MARCEA’.) 

The two churches, {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΩ, relate to the Anglican Diocese of Liverpool and the 

Liverpool District of the Methodist Church; and to the Anglican Deanery and Methodist Circuit which 

cover the South of Liverpool. (St Mary's church was, from the beginning, a shared 

Anglican/Methodist building. St Nicholas' remains an Anglican building.) Worship and Ministry in 

both churches reflect both Anglican and Methodist traditions. 

Both churches have District Church Councils (DCCs) to which local powers and budgets have been 

delegated. St Mary’s DCC acts in accordance with its Standing Orders. The appointment of DCC 

members is governed by the Church Representation Rules (2006). Those elected to either DCC are 

also automatically members of HCC. For Methodist purposes, the St Mary's District Church Council is 

considered to be the Methodist Church Council for Halewood. 
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Both DCCs have appropriate committee structures, although there may be differences depending on 

local needs. On occasion, there will also be cross-parish working groups, formed to deal with 

particular issues. These report directly to HCC. 

Both DCCs also produce an Annual Report which may be read in conjunction with this Parish report. 

Halewood Ecumenical Team 
The Team comprises: 

Anglican Ministry Methodist Ministry 
Team Rector (based at St Nicholas'):  
The Revd Alan Jewell 

Minister: The Revd Ian Hu (resigned to take the 
post of Superintendent of the Liverpool City 
Centre Circuit from September 2009. From this 
date, Methodist oversight has been provided by 
the Revd Dr Andrew Fox, who also succeeded 
Ian as Circuit Superintendent for South 
Liverpool.) 

Team Vicar (based at St Mary’s):  
The Revd Sarah Errington. 

Youth and Community Worker:  
Miss Margaret Oultram 

Reader: Mrs Alison Shacklady  

Reader: Mr Clive Rigby   

 

The Anglican Team Vicar and Readers are responsible to the Team Rector. The Anglican ministers are 

currently Authorized by the Methodist Conference, but the Church of England still does not 

recognize Methodist Ministers in the same way. We continue to regard the signing at national level 

of the Anglican-Methodist Covenant on 1 November 2003 as a sign of hope. 

Although the Constitution and Code of Practice envisages an Anglican Rector, an Anglican Team Vicar 

and a Methodist Minister, all based in Halewood, the reality of clergy deployment issues means that 

between them, Ian Hu (until September 2009) and Margaret Oultram offered Methodist ministry to 

the equivalent of one full-time person. Similar issues relating to the Anglican Deanery’s Mission Plan 

(in response to declining numbers of Anglican ordained ministers) mean that we must prepare for a 

time when it will no longer be possible to retain both full-time Anglican ordained posts in the parish. 

The Deanery Mission Plan also involves us working more closely with the parish of St Hilda, Hunts 

Cross, in an informal ‘cluster’, and arrangement which we value greatly. (More of this below.) 

The Team offers services to the Circuit on each quarterly plan and we are very happy to welcome 

Ministers and Local Preachers from elsewhere in the Circuit to appointments in Halewood 

Team Coordinator 
The Ecumenical Team has a Coordinator. This role rotates around Team members and any member 

of the Team may be Coordinator for up to five years. The Coordinator facilitates Team meetings and 

chairs Halewood Church Council. From the Annual Meeting in 2009, the Revd Alan Jewell has filled 

this post, taking over from the Revd Sarah Errington, to whom thanks are due. 
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Team Meetings 
The Ministry Team meets for business approximately once every three weeks, in addition to which 

we have a yearly day together, for part of which we are joined by members of the Hunts Cross team. 

(This is no longer an ‘away day’: in September 2009, we met at the Revd Jane Durham’s vicarage in 

Hunts Cross). 

Members of the Team also usually meet for morning prayers on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and for 

Communion at St Nicholas' on Thursday mornings, followed by an informal get-together at the 

St Nicholas' Centre Coffee Shop, for which Jane Durham often joins us. These weekly ‘Coffee Shop’ 

meetings provide opportunities for us to catch up with one another and also mean that parishioners 

who want to speak to a member of the Team know where to find us! Members of the Team value 

the opportunities that this provides. 

Team News 
On 15th January 2009 at Cathedral Evensong, The Revd Alan Jewell was re-licensed as Team Rector 

of Halewood for a further 7 years, by the Bishop of Warrington. Alan, who arrived in Halewood in 

1997 as Team Vicar based at St Nicholas', became Team Rector of Halewood in 2001. His Licence 

expired in November 2008. After reflection and review, it was agreed that he be re-licensed to the 

post. Alan thanked all who supported and encouraged him, both through the review process and in 

his ministry in Halewood. 

Halewood-(ÕÎÔÓ #ÒÏÓÓ Ȭ#ÌÕÓÔÅÒȭȾ%ÃÕÍÅÎÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

As a parish, we continue to work closely with the parish of St Hilda’s, Hunts Cross, as part of the 

Liverpool South Deanery Mission Strategy. We are grateful to the Revd Jane Durham, Priest-in-

charge at St Hilda’s, for her enthusiasm and dedication to the ‘cluster’. As noted above, Jane meets 

regularly with members of the Halewood Team. We seek to offer support and encouragement to 

one another across the cluster – as well as cover for holidays and so on – and have again felt this to 

be mutually beneficial. 

We belong to the ecumenical group Churches Together in Halewood and Hunts Cross. As well as the 

ministers of the Halewood-Hunts Cross Cluster, this group includes Fr Vincent McShane of the 

Roman Catholic parish of St John Vianney (which covers Halewood and Hunts Cross – the parishes 

formerly served by St Mark’s, St Andrew’s and Holy Family) and the Revd Alan Crump (Minister at St 

James, Woolton, and St Columba’s, Hunts Cross). 

In 2009, the churches of  Halewood and Hunts Cross shared a Lent course and met together for an 

act of worship and witness in Hunts Cross on Good Friday.  

Confirmation 

On Sunday 29th November 2009, our Confirmation Service was held at St Mary's. We were pleased 

to welcome the newly consecrated Bishop of Warrington, the Rt Revd Richard Blackburn, in one of 

his first Confirmation services in the Diocese, and the Revd Dr Andrew Fox, Circuit Superintendent, 

in one of his first appointments as ‘our’ Methodist Minister. Candidates from St Nicholas', St Mary's 

and St Hilda's were Confirmed in both Anglican and Methodist traditions. Confirmation preparation 

groups – one for adults and one for young people – met across the cluster and were again felt to be 

very successful. 10 Candidates from St Nicholas' and St Mary's were Confirmed, of which 9 were 

adults. 



 7 

The churches of the cluster continue to worship regularly together, with evening services on the first 

Sunday of each month being held at one of our three churches and led by ministers from the cluster 

in a variety of styles. 

Work with Children and Young People 
We are proud that, since 2006, St Nicholas' and St Mary's have held the Diocesan Child Friendly 

Church Award. In 2009, we were pleased to learn that, after having this reviewed by the Diocese, we 

were to be given the award for a further 3 years. This is a tribute to all those who give generously of 

their time and energy, and, in particular, to Mrs Gill Dover, the parish’s Under 18s Coordinator and 

Child Protection Verifier, for her many hours of hard work, which ensure that our provision for 

children and young people follows the very best practice. Our thanks go to Gill and to Miss Margaret 

Oultram, who is the Ministry Team member with responsibility for work with children and young 

people. 

2009 was another busy year for all the groups working with children and young people in the parish. 

All the groups continued to meet regularly with good numbers. Both churches offered crèche 

facilities during their morning services, together with Sunday School or Junior Church during term 

time, for those aged 4 plus. 

The year started with the {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ splitting into two groups on a Sunday 

morning – one group for nursery to Yr 5, and the other for Yr 6 and above. This came about 

because of the wide age range of the youngsters and the need to offer the older ones the 

opportunity to develop their faith and their understanding of God’s word. 

Youth Fellowship is for young people in school Year 8 upwards. Three young leaders moved 

into full leadership. All three were also honoured with awards from Knowsley council for 

their volunteering. In February the group spent a few days at Braithwaite Methodist Youth 

Centre, near Keswick. This was followed by a holiday club, which the young people 

themselves led, at Save the Family, Plas Bellin in April. They led an all-age worship service at 

St Nicholas’ in July. In October the young people had a ‘Lock-in’ at St Mary’s for a weekend. 

They were sponsored for spending the weekend without any luxurires and this raised £154 

for club funds, to support weekends away. On the Saturday they also prepared, cooked and 

served a delicious 4 course carvery meal. The meal was well attended – about 60 guests – 

and raised £470, which was split between St Mary’s Church, St Nicholas’ Centre and 

Christian Aid. 

Members of Youth Fellowship went ice-skating for their Christmas treat. 

nGage, a group for young people from lower-sixth age to 21 years, continued to meet when 

the young people were available and not busy with exams. 

Vineyard Youth Club (young people aged 10-16 years) went Bowling and to Quasar and 

raised money for Comic Relief by playing silly games. They also enjoyed a weekend in the 

Lake District. 

Jam Club (for children from Reception to school Year 6) continued to do well. Margaret 

Oultram was successful in obtaining grants to purchase a Powerpoint system, projector and 

laptop which have been well used. 
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Boss Club (for children in school Years 4-7) started the year well, but struggled for members 

after September. 

The numbers attending Mums, Dads and Tots Group continued to grow due to the arrival of 

a number of new babies, and a waiting list had to be put in place. 

Step in Time Dance Club also had to start a waiting list, despite having two classes. In 

February they put on a show of ‘Willy Wonka’ which was well attended.  They danced at 

Hale Festival, Halewood Festival and at the Garden Fete as well as at the December Parade 

Service. 

The girls’ Uniformed Groups continued to meet at the St Nicholas’ Centre. In July, Mrs Pam 

Boffey retired as Brown Owl with 2nd Halewood Brownies and Karen Mercer and Rachel 

Hughes took over. October saw the start of a year of celebrations to mark 100 years of 

Guiding. All the groups will be taking part in a variety of events. 

Another successful Holiday Club was held in the summer, followed by a service on the 

Sunday. 

Ψ9ȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴȊŀǎΩ were held at Easter, October and at Christmas.  

In July, at the HCC meeting, 82 people were authorised to work with children and young people in 

the parish. A further 13 people were provisionally authorised as they were going through our Child 

Protection procedures.  

As previously mentioned, Pam Boffey retired from Brownies, but she continues to work with other 

groups. In July, Mr Les Richardson celebrated his 80th birthday. Unfortunately, this meant that he 

had to retire from working with children and young people in the parish. Les has given many years 

service in this area and we thank God for his commitment and dedication to the youngsters. 

In September an appeal from the Revd Alan Jewell for new volunteers to work with our children and 

young people, especially for Junior Church and {ǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΩ /ǊŝŎƘŜ, resulted in a good response. As 

a parish we continue to be blessed with the number of volunteers who are willing to commit their 

time and energy for the children and young people. Their dedication and enthusiasm is very much 

appreciated. 

Leaflets about all the activities for children and young people in the parish are available in a folder in 

each church and the St Nicholas’ Centre. 

St Mary's Nursery 

Part of St Mary's Roseheath Childcare, the Nursery, based at St Mary's, opened in 1978 and offers 

care to children from birth to age 3. (The other part of the provision is based at Greengates 

Community Primary School, Leathers Lane, L26 1XQ). 

The Nursery reports to St Mary's DCC and to HCC. In the first part of 2009, it became clear that the 

financial situation of the Nursery was no longer very positive, and that the Nursery was running at a 

considerable deficit.  The DCC has discussed possible ways forward with Colin Critchley, the Chair of 

the Nursery Committee.  In 2009, aware of the difficulties that the Nursery faced in a very 

competitive environment, HCC considered and supported a business plan to secure its future. 
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We are grateful to Knowsley Early Years for providing sustainability funding while we investigate 

whether or not the Nursery can continue to operate in its present format.  As the legal employer of 

the Nursery staff, HCC took the decision to issue 90-day statutory redundancy notices to the staff in 

October. 

The contact number for the Nursery is: 0151 486 2963 

The Nursery’s most recent Ofsted report can be found at the Ofsted website 

(http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/). 

Protection of Vulnerable Adults 
HCC has a policy for the protection of vulnerable adults which may be inspected on application to 

the Parish Office. CRB checks are undertaken on those who work with vulnerable adults on our 

behalf. 

Parish Events and News 
Halewood is a busy parish with a cycle of annual events and a number of one-off (and often 

memorable!) occasions. 2009 saw its fair share of both. 

Summer Garden Fete 

This year’s fete – an annual event, held at and with Halewood CE Primary School – raised £2,926, 

which was match-funded by Bibby Factors. The fete was opened by Cllr Dave Smithson, Mayor of 

Knowsley and Halewood resident, with Judge Richard McCullagh, Patron of Halewood CultureFest. 

Entertainment was provided by children from Halewood CE and by local musicians, and dance and 

majorette groups. 

Halewood CultureFest 2009 

2009 saw the second annual Halewood Culturefest, a programme of events involving local 

performing arts, environmental, art, historic, literary and sporting activities and groups. The week-

long festival is planned by steering group, including representatives of various organisations within 

the community as well as from the churches of Halewood and Hunts Cross. The steering group is 

chaired by Mrs Alison Shacklady, whose original enthusiasm for the project brought CultureFest into 

being. 

Halewood CultureFest is supported by Halewood Town Council and the Community Foundation for 

Merseyside. 

Parish Magazine 

Early in 2009, Colin West took over production of the magazine from the previous editorial team, 

Simon and Sandra Brown. Colin has built on the good work of his predecessors and has developed 

the use of photographs in the magazine. Colin (or one of his agents) appears at most events in the 

parish, with a request that we have “a picture for the magazine”.  

(ÁÌÅ×ÏÏÄ -ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ 
Halewood Mothers' Union meets regularly at the St Nicholas' Centre, on the first Thursday afternoon 

of each month, with occasional evening meetings to make it easier for anyone who works during the 

day to attend. This year Halewood MU has had a variety of speakers ranging from Mike Royden who 

gave us the benefit of his knowledge about the history of Halewood, to our Rector Alan Jewell 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
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entertaining the group with anecdotes from his ministry. We had a speaker from Radio Merseyside, 

a practical demonstration from a reflexologist (very relaxing), a talk about the Zoe’s Place baby 

hospice (zoe is Greek for ‘gift of life’) and a demonstration of Christmas floral arrangements.  

We thought that Richard McCullagh was going to talk on ‘A Life in the Raw’ in May but it turned out 

to be (my mistake, his writing!!) ‘A Life in the Law’. We also managed to fit in a garden party, Easter 

and Christmas meetings and a trip to Bridgenorth. Thanks go to our leader Hazel Royden who will be 

stepping down during 2010. 

The Branch Enrolling Member is Mrs Hazel Royden. Enquiries about MU can be addressed to her at 

the Parish Office. 
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Halewood Church Council Members 2009 

St Nicholas' District Church Council 

Team Rector 

The Revd Alan Jewell Chair 

Readers 

Alison Shacklady 
Clive Rigby 

Church Wardens 

Sandra Thomas 
Graham Elliott 

Deanery Synod Representatives 

Graham Elliott 2008 - 2011 
Flo Owens 2008 - 2011 

Methodist Circuit Representative 

Hazel Royden (stood down at the Annual Meeting in April 2009) 
Gillian Dover (agreed to represent both St Nicholas' and St Mary's from April 2009) 

Elected Members 

Joe Barlow  
Jim Beck Deputy Church Warden (stood down September 2009) 
Tom Beesley Vice Chair (stood down September 2009) 
Mike Cleary  
Stan Cargill  
Tom Harrison  
Karen Hartley  
Pat Hatchard  Secretary 
Debbie Kenwell 
Debbie Knox  
Jan Norris  
Les Richardson  
Kate Skinner (appointed November 2009)  
Linda West  
Lesley Webb Deputy Church Warden 

Treasurer 

Sandra Austin 

Parish Bursar 

Janet Fleming 

Electoral Roll Officer 

Les Richardson 
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St Mary's District Church Council 

Team Vicar 

Sarah Errington Chair 

Lay Worker 

Margaret Oultram   

Church Wardens 

Pam Boffey From APCM 2009 
Vacancy 

Stewards 

Mark Harrison 
Alan Dooley From APCM 2009 

Deanery Synod Representative 

Nick Chandler 2008-2011 

Circuit Representatives 

Harry Birch  Until APCM 2009 
Gill Dover  From APCM 2009 

Elected members 

Sheila Bersin 
Carol Blakeborough 
Pam Boffey Until APCM 2009 
Sue Chandler Secretary Until APCM 2009 
Elaine Crerar  Until APCM 2009 
Alan Dooley  Until APCM 2009 
Vanessa Harrison  Until APCM 2009 
Clare Payne Secretary 
Sue Torpey  From APCM 2009 

Co-opted members 

Margaret Darnell Until APCM 2009 
Sue Torpey Until APCM 2009 
Harry Birch From 19 May 2009 

Treasurer 

Bill Crighton 

Electoral Roll Officer 

Ray Connor 
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Proceedings of St Nicholas' District Church Council 

Worship at St Nicholas' 

In 2009, St Nicholas' found itself in the position of having meetings to discuss how to cope on those 

occasions when the church was over-full! This happened a number of times in 2009. Generally, 

attendance has been good and sometimes we have found ourselves with ‘standing room only’. This 

has been true particularly at the monthly Parade Service: we have had to ask younger children, 

members of the uniformed organisations, to sit on the carpet and to share seats. We are aware that, 

to some extent, this is due to the success of our Church Primary School (Halewood CE) and its 

excellent reputation. (Admission to the school is linked to church attendance.) But for whatever 

reason people attend, we are delighted to welcome them and our prayer is that they may come to 

know more of the love of God through the welcome they receive. 

On 28th June 2009, St Nicholas' was pleased to host a Civic Service, marking the start of the Knowsley 

Mayoral year for Cllr Dave Smithson, supported by mayoress, Cllr Sarah Smithson. The service was 

also attended by a number of civic dignitaries and invited guests. The Mayor and his guests also 

attended the Carol Service at St Nicholas' on 20th December. These occasions demonstrate the close 

relationship between church and local structures in Halewood and Knowsley, also evidenced by the 

collaboration seen in Halewood CultureFest and other events, and the appointment of the Revd Alan 

Jewell as Chaplain to the Mayor of Knowsley. 

In the autumn, Mr Cliff Hibbert resigned from his post as organist and Mrs Rose Jewell was asked to 

take the post of Musical Director. Our thanks to them both, and to all of our singers and musicians 

for all that they do in supporting the worship of our church. 

St Nicholas' Church Building 

In 2008, the DCC took the decision to ask HCC to commit to the proposed second phase of the 

St Nicholas’ Development Project. The formal opening of the newly refurbished building took place 

in October 2008. We are pleased to report that the response to our refurbishment continues to be 

overwhelmingly positive: in 2009, while we were getting used to the comfort that our building 

affords, we enjoyed the reactions of those who were experiencing it for the first time! 

We believe that we have retained the best of our heritage and adapted to make the building warmer 

(both literally and metaphorically) and more welcoming, more comfortable. The refurbishment has 

allowed many to appreciate again the glories of the building – its William Morris/Burne-Jones 

windows, the striking roof-timbers – and to enjoy the new, improved heating, lighting, carpeting and 

seating. 

Our thanks go to all those who continue to support the building project through sacrificial giving and 

fund-raising, and to those who oversee this vital work. 

With this phase of the development project completed (if not paid for!), our thoughts turn to the 

routine maintenance of our building – the work of our Fabric Committee, Chaired by Mr Joe Barlow. 

The main body of the church remains in good condition and continues to be an attractive, 

comfortable and flexible place of worship. This was further enhanced by the painting of the ceiling, 

interior walls and beams and in particular the restoration of the intricate fleur-de-lys artwork on the 
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chancel ceiling. This was made possible thanks to a generous benefactor and the work and skill of 

Mr Tom Beesley. 

Deficiencies were identified in the sound system since the church was reordered and specialist 

contractors Audpacom were contacted for advice. Report to follow early in 2010. 

The condition of the Willis Organ continues to deteriorate. S Reeves Pipe Organ Builder was asked to 

inspect the instrument and reported several faults. Costings for these repairs in the order of £2600 

were given which excludes the cost of the electrical repair. 

Due to financial constraints, these repairs were not actioned in 2009. The organ continues to be 

used but infrequently, which is likely to hasten a more serious failure. The DCC is aware of its 

responsibility as steward of this instrument, which is the single most expensive item in the building. 

Resulting from concerns raised by our bell-ringers, a structural report was commissioned of the 

tower bells and associated mechanisms. This was carried out by Ward Cole consulting engineers on 

10th December 2009. Observations were made with the bells ringing full circle and tower sway could 

be felt quite clearly. Cracking was evident with differential movement in several places. 

Recommendations include the cessation of ringing at the end of the year and the possible sale of the 

existing bells to be replaced with a lighter ring of 6 or 8. These might usefully be relocated at a lower 

level in the tower. 

Mr Robin Wolley was reappointed as Quinquennial Architect in readiness for the inspection due in 

2010. An early inspection has been requested. 

Our thanks to Joe and the Fabric Committee for their work. 

Weddings Open Day 

In February 2009, the church held a Weddings Open Day. This came about because we had noticed a 

drop in the number of weddings being booked at St Nicholas'. The event, which was held on a 

Saturday, saw the church and the St Nicholas' Centre open for visitors – including those who were 

considering booking a wedding and others who were just curious. In church there was a display of 

wedding dresses and photographs loaned by parishioners, some of whom had been married at St 

Nicholas'. At the Centre, there were stalls of wedding cakes and stationery, and so on. There were 

also a couple of wedding cars on display outside. 

The Weddings Day attracted a certain about of media attention and was featured in the Liverpool 

Echo, and on BBC Radio Merseyside and ITV’s Granada Reports. 
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Proceedings of St Mary's District Church Council 
St Mary's District Church Council’s discussions during the year included the following major items: 

Encouraging prayer  

We continued our emphasis on prayer from the previous year.  In March, Phil Janvier, from 

St Stephen's Gateacre, spoke to the DCC about his experience of prayer walking.  Following this, we 

organised our own venture in June 2009; we plan to take this further in 2010.  The DCC also decided 

that St Mary's should take part in the 'Year of Continuous Prayer' across Merseyside.  As a result, we 

spent a week in October praying about the issues surrounding Climate Change. 

Work with Children and Young People 

Following the successful 'Christmas Extravaganza' in December 2008, we held Easter, Harvest and 

Christmas Extravaganzas in 2009, and plan to continue to offer these services, which are aimed 

especially at primary school children and their families, through 2010. 

St Mary’s DCC takes a particular interest in the provision of Sunday School and Crèche for younger 

members of the church family.  In January, the Sunday School was split into two groups, one for 

children in school Year 6 and above, and one for younger children.  The older children have greatly 

appreciated the opportunity to develop their faith and their understanding of God's word.  Sadly, 

this has had a knock-on effect, in that we are no longer be able to provide a separate Crèche for the 

very young children.  An area has been provided at the back of church, where they can play quietly 

under their parents' supervision. 

The Circuit Youth Fellowship meets at St Mary’s on a Sunday evening, and provides spiritual and 

pastoral care for the teenagers in our congregation. 

Know and Grow   

Discussion continued about proposals concerning the future of the Circuit, and included each church 

undertaking a short review entitled 'Know and Grow'.  In September, Andrew Fox attended a StM 

DCC meeting in his role as Circuit Superintendant, in order to explain the 'Know and Grow' process.  

Following this meeting, a small group headed by Sue Torpey took the lead in ensuring that St Mary's 

completed the review.  By the end of the year, the results were still outstanding. 

Other matters  

We continue our Missionary Link with Helping Hands in Athens, and our links with Save the Family 

in Flint.  In addition, we are building links with UNCLE (Uplifting Nepal's Children with Love and 

Education).  

We continue to employ a team of gardeners to keep the grounds at St Mary’s looking presentable.    
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Deanery and Circuit 
HCC has a continuing interest in the issues being faced by both Deanery and Circuit.  

In 2009, the Revd Ian Hu announced that he was moving to a new appointment as Superintendent 

of Liverpool City Centre Circuit. The Revd Dr Andrew Fox took over Superintendency of the 

South Liverpool Circuit from 1st September, remaining as Minister at Elm Hall Drive for 12 months. In 

September 2010, Andrew will move to be Minister at Garston and Halewood, along with his role as 

Superintendent Minister. The Circuit agreed to support Andrew by appointing an administrator and 

establishing a Circuit Office. 

We were sorry to say goodbye to Ian as ‘our’ Methodist Minister. We have enjoyed his company and 

wish him well in his new appointment. 

We look forward to Andrew’s increased involvement in Halewood, from September 2010. In the 

interim, we requested that the Circuit provide us with a degree of Methodist ministerial input in 

terms of appointments on the quarterly worship plan, amounting to one Communion service per 

quarter and 2 Local Preachers per quarter. 

The Circuit began to review its mission under the heading, “Mapping the Way Forward”. St Mary's 

participated in the review process, led by Andrew, in an exercise called “Know and Grow” which 

looks at strengths and areas for development. 

The Circuit held the first of a series of Celebration services, with churches being invited to close their 

own morning worship to allow congregations to come together. 

Three members of St Mary's – Mr Mark Harrison, Mrs Nicola Hutton and Miss Margaret Oultram – 

successfully completed a Worship Leaders training course and were accepted as worship leaders by 

Church Council. 

Like the Circuit, the Deanery is reviewing its mission and ministry with a Deanery Mission Plan which 

needs to consider how we are to cope with falling clergy numbers and limited resources. 

The Deanery is exploring the idea – proposed by the Clergy chapter – of churches grouping together 

in three sectors, encouraging them to share resources and support one another. Church Councils 

were asked to consider which churches they would feel most able to work with. 

Mr Geoff Johnston, Lay Chair of Deanery Synod, stood down and Mr David Bishop was elected to this 

post. 
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St Nicholas' Centre Management Committee 
The St Nicholas' Centre is located next door to St Nicholas' Church at 70 Church Road, Halewood, L26 

6LA. Originally a children's home, the building was purchased by the church and re-opened as a 

church Centre in 1995. It now houses our Parish Office and provides rooms and resources for church 

and community groups, such as: 

St Nicholas' Junior Church 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 

Monday Fellowship and Wednesday Craft Group 

Thursday Morning Coffee Shop (and occasional Fair Trade stall) 

Mothers' Union 

Vineyard Youth Club 

The Centre aims to be self-sufficient and is managed by a Committee which reports to the 

St Nicholas' District Church Council. 

In 2009, the following were elected to the Management Committee: Alan Jewell Chairman; Tom 

Harrison Vice Chair; Sandra Austin, Treasurer; Tom Beesley, Acting Centre Manager; Pat Hatchard, 

Secretary. Also in 2009, Jim Beck stood down from membership of the Committee. 

Business conducted by the Committee during 2009 included: 

Tenants’ Service Charges were increased but rent increases were discussed and deferred for 

12 months due to the financial recession. 

Requests for changes in days and times by groups; and requests for storage by groups. 

The annual Christmas Fayre and Grotto was held and raised £1,250, which was donated to the 

Centre. The Christmas Sing-a-long was very well attended and greatly enjoyed by a widespread  age 

group. 

The Centre Committee was pleased to receive a grant of £1,000 from Halewood Town Council for 

the purchase of 50 new chairs and 6 square tables. The Committee also noted that the Friendship 

Group, which meets at the Centre on Wednesday afternoons had received a grant of £1,500 from 

the Community Foundation for Merseyside.  This was used towards the purchase of a chiller cabinet 

and a dish washer. 

The Centre was used on a number of occasions for refreshments after the funerals of Church 

members. 

We are very grateful to Mrs Barbara Harrington, our Parish Administrator and Mr Bill Bell, Centre 

Caretaker, for all that they do to keep the show on the road. They are the ones, “Without whom…” 

(you can fill in the rest!). 

St Nicholas' Centre: Contact Details 

Further information about the St Nicholas' Centre, Halewood, is available from the Parish Office, by 

email: HalewoodParish@BTConnect.com  or telephone:  +44 (0151) 487 9965 

Postal Address: The St Nicholas' Centre, 70 Church Road, Halewood, LIVERPOOL. L26 6LA 
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Other Associated Bodies 

Children and Young People: Uniformed Organizations 
The uniformed groups of the Guiding Association – Rainbows, Brownies and Guides – continued to 

use the St Nicholas’ Centre for their meetings. 2009 marked the Centenary of Guiding, so there was 

much to look forward to.  

Uniformed groups for boys – Beavers, Cubs and Scouts (which is also open to girls) – meet at their 

own premises on Hollies Road. They attend Parade Services at St Nicholas'. 

Listening Ear (Merseyside) 
Listening Ear (Merseyside) is based at the St Nicholas Centre and offers a free, confidential, non-

judgemental, reflective listening, counselling and bereavement service for people aged sixteen and 

over from across Merseyside. The Butterflies project offers a service to under-sixteens affected by 

bereavement and loss. 

Listening Ear (Merseyside) is a charity (Charity Registration No. 1117324) and a Company Limited by 

Guarantee (Company Registration No. 5999650 (England and Wales)). Its Memorandum and Articles 

of Association state that its objective is to provide: 

άǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ conditions of poverty, sickness and distress, in 

particular by the provision of a professional, Christian, caring and confidential reflective 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦέ 

Further information about Listening Ear (Merseyside) is available on its website: 

www.listeningearmerseyside.org.uk or by telephone: +44 (0151) 488 6648 

St Mary's Care Centre 
As noted in its own Trustees’ Annual Report for the year ended 31st March 2009, 

 άThe main objective of the charity is to provide holistic day care services to older people 

resident in Knowsley. Recently there has been a focus on those who suffer from Alzheimers 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀΧ 

The centre currently provides day care to approximately 50 service users. The centre is 

funded by Knowsley Social Services and referrals are made through Halewood social services 

team. 

άThe centre acknowledges the difficulties that older people have in accessing health care 

services and aims tƻ ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

The Care Centre’s Articles of Association state that there must be “between four and twenty 

directors, four of whom, classified as A directors, are nominated and removed by the 

Parochial Church Council of Halewood (after consultation with Halewood St Mary’s Church Council). 

The directors can also appoint a maximum of three co-opted members for a period to be specified 

by the Board.” 

http://www.listeningearmerseyside.org.uk/
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The Care Centre began offering support to elderly people in Halewood in 1986. Today, its client 

group of vulnerable, elderly people are collected by minibus and given a hot meal and provided with 

support, advice and social contact. The Care Centre is open from Monday to Friday, between 9:00am 

and 4:30pm. 

Although the Care Centre is run by a Management Committee, which is not a sub-committee of the 

HCC, there are clearly many issues which affect the Care Centre which have to be discussed by 

Church Council, particularly St Mary's DCC.  The life of the Care Centre continues to be vibrant, and 

the clients all enjoy attending.  There is a weekly worship service in the Care Centre, which is usually 

led by a member of the Ministry Team, with occasional help from other ministers.  The St Mary's 

DCC are very aware that we owe our very comfortable facilities mainly to the funding obtained by 

the Care Centre to enhance the indoor environment.  We are very grateful to the staff of the Care 

Centre for their hard work and dedication to serving the elderly of Halewood. 

St Mary's Care Centre is a charity (Charity Registration No. 1000849) and a Company Limited by 

Guarantee (Company Registration No. 2516554 (England and Wales) ). 

The Trustees' Report for the year ended 31 March 2009, can be found at the Charity Commission's 

website (www.charity-commission.gov.uk). 

)Î #ÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎȣ 
As this report shows, Halewood is a busy and lively parish with plenty of activity. There are many 

ways in which people can get involved and a report like this can do little more than scratch the 

surface. In addition to those whose names are included, there are, as always, many more 

unsung heroes. We are grateful to all who have played their part in the life of the church in this 

parish and beyond. 

We believe we have much to be proud of as we look back on 2009, and we look forward with hope 

and faith to what lies ahead. 

 

http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/

